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INNING TlCKIT
Jessica DiBuono named second
female FUSA president;
Chomick selected as VP

Photos by
Chris Donato
The winning team: Jessica DiBuono, left, is near tears while hugging supporters just after finding out she won the 2005 FUSA elections. Ar right, Kristina
Chomick prepared to hug DiBuono after finding out that both of them won
their respective positions. DiBuono and Chomick ran as a ticket, and won in a
landslide election that was also marked by the lowest turnout in recent history.

BY CARA MUZIK
In an election with startlingly low turnout, Jessica DiBuono '06 defeated classmate
Ashlee Fox '06 for the position of FUSA
president by over 300 votes Tuesday night.
"I'm completely overwhelmed," DiBuono said, minutes after learning of her victory. "I simply cannot put into words how
thrilled I am to be allowed such an amazing
opportunity. I'm so thankful to the student
body for this chance to do great things next
year."
MIRROR SNAPSHOT

VOTER TURNOUT

Fox, who received 288
votes to DiBuono's 600, was
disappointed at the loss, but said
she has no regrets about her effort.
"It's just been a very long week," she
said. "I'm^ort of numb to things right now.
Overall, this was a great experience and I'm
glad to have gone through it. I'm excited for
Jess and Kristina because they worked really
hard, too. I'll just get up tomorrow and go
back to being a student again."

This year's voter turnout was theworst showing iie*er
15 years, with less than 25 percent of students wing.
Here's a look at turnout &m the years:

Election turnout over the years;

DiBuono's running
mate Kristina Chomick '06 received
602 votes, defeating Kevin Saville '06 who
received 258 votes for the position of FUSA
vice president.
Though Saville could not be reached for
comment, Chomick expressed gratitude for
the support that she and DiBuono received.
"I'm just so, so happy," she said. "We're
so thankful to everyone who came out and
voted and showed faith in us and our platform. I can't say thank you enough to everyone for all their help with our campaign."
In terms of their platform, DiBuono and
Chomick plan to increase the communication
and interaction between the different branches of FUSA to create a more unified student

government.
They also plan to make
FUSA more accessible to the student body
through the creation of a school-wide newsletter, as well as better publicized meetings
and easily available meeting minutes.
"It's really good that Jess and Kristina ran
on a ticket together," Fox said. "It will ensure
cohesiveness in FUSA since their goals will be
geared towards a common platform."
DiBuono joins the ranks of groundbreaker Karen Donoghue who shattered the
glass ceiling here at Fairfield, becoming the
first female president of FUSA since women
began being admitted in 1970.
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FUSA Member of the Year ready for presidential tenure
BY CARA MUZIK
Her cheeks redden when she is asked to
talk about herself, but for Jessica DiBuono,
newly elected president of the Fairfield
University Student Association, talking is
not necessary.
Her record speaks for itself.
DiBuono, who has been involved in
student activities as FUSA Director of
Special Events, an admissions tour guide,
an FYE Facilitator, an Ignatian Residential
College Resident Assistant, and a Mission Volunteer, is well-known throughout
campus as a strong and dedicated student
leader.
"Anyone who has ever met Jess
DiBuono knows she has to be one of the
most involved and visible students here
at Fairfield University," said Sean Dowd,
a residence hall coordinator. "Her downto-earth personality and hilarious sense of
humor can charm a room, but most importantly, her passion and dedication to her
fellow peers and community is unwavering
and deserves respect."
Sophomore Marissa Passantino, DiBuono's resident and friend, agrees with
Dowd.
"Jess will be really great because I
know that she'll actually listen to people's
concerns. She's a real people person and she
takes things seriously," she said.
Running mate Kristina Chomick, '06,
is confident in the experience that DiBuono
will bring to the position.
"She's phenomenal," Chomick said.
"Campaigning with her has been incredible.
In terms of experience, we've both been so
involved over the past years, I think we've
got all areas covered." ,

Joshua O'Connell/The Mirror

Congratulatory hug: Jessica DiBuono is hugged in front of the voting booths shortly after the results were announced.

DiBuono, who was named FUSA Member of the Year in 2004, is most concerned
with increasing student awareness and
involvement on campus.
"Most people don't even know when
FUSA meets," she said. "We absolutely
.must get more students generally aware of

things that affect them. I consider myself
lucky to attend such a great school and I
have a lot of ideas for ways to make it even
better."
Fr. Jim Mayzik, director of the Ignation residential college, voices his support
for DiBuono.

OTHER

FUSA

ELECTION WINNERS

2006 Class Council:
President:
Steven Tyburski
Vice President:
Lou Spadaro
Treasurer:
Matthew McKenzie
Senate Class of 2006:
Rachel Fulton, Kyle Herman,
Jenna Siraco, Ada Sim,
Rick Fasano, William Murray,
Tony Delaversano,
Smita Balakrishna,
Kevin Saville
Run-off:
Michael Murphy
Deena Crimaldi

Katie McCarthy/The Mirror
VP candidate hug: Kevin Saville hugs Kristina Chomick after the election results were
announced. Though Saville lost the VP position, he was elected as a senator.

2007 Class Council:
President:
Jared Guerin
Vice President:
Jen Miller
Treasurer:
Darrin Lusk

"From the moment I met Jess her freshman year, I knew she that would make a big
contribution to Fairfield," he said. "That's
been confirmed for me in her two years in
the Ignation College, especially in the leadership she's shown as an RA. I know she'll
be an awesome president."

Senate Class of 2007:
Natalia Ahern, Kaitlin Albiez,
Julie Briggs,
Nicole Enriquez,
Beth Grossman,
Nick luliano,
Lauren Kramer,
John Reilly,
Janet Reinhardt,
Ashley Toombs
2008 Class Council:
President:
Hutchinson Williams
Vice President:
Dana Degennaro
Treasurer:
Logan Carr
Senate Class of 2008:
Ashley Close, John Daly,
Casey Grier, Marc Hansel,
Jeff Littell,
Megan McConville,
Jessica McLane,
Kaity Noone, Tim Rich,
Matthew Slowey

www.fairfieldmirror.com
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Sodexho fires, rehires two after urinating in storeroom
BY KELLY SHEEHAN

After two Sodexho employees
were fired in February for urinating
in a Fairfield storeroom, they were rehired two weeks ago, according to Mark
Tammone, director of food services for
Sodexho.
Many Sodexho employees are not
pleased.
"This is not right," said an anonymous
employee in a letter to The Mirror. "We
the Union are embarassed by what
happened. They should not come back
because they make us look bad."
"I like working for Sodexho and
Mark Tammone," said another anonymous employee in a letter. "The actions
Katie McCarthy/The Mirror
of these two workers hurt Sodexho's Not a public restroom: Two employees were fired after urinating in a storeroom in the
reputation with Fairfield University but Stag but were later rehired after the worker's Union officials threatened legal action.
even worse is the message it sends to
students and teachers about employees they will be too lazy to wash their union, which many of the employees belong
working with food."
hands after going to the bathroom?" to, would "threaten legal action" against the
"If someone is too lazy to find the letter said.
general manager if the two employees who
and use a bathroom, don't you think
The anonymous letters also said that the were caught urinating were not rehired.

"We do not work for the union," said
one of the anonymous employees. "We work
for Sodexho, who treats us very well and we
think Mark is a good manager."
But Tammone said he has no knowledge of his job ever being threatened.
He would not disclose why the employees had been rehired.
Students said they don't feel comfortable having the employees back and
handling their food.
"It's horrible," said Andrea McCarthy
'06. "It's scary that they're being let back
to Fairfield."
"It's one of the most awful things I've
ever heard and I'm absolutely disgusted by
it," she added. "They need to stay fired. I'm
appalled."
Domenic Bonavitacola '06 agreed.
"I'm not happy about that. I don't think
they should have been rehired," he said.
"That's disgusting. You have to eat up there
thinking about that."
Jim Fitzpatrick, assistant VP of student
services, declined to comment.

One year after accident abroad: New hope for Reilly
BY KELLY SHEEHAN

It has been a year since the tragic accident of Fairfield study abroad student
Sean Reilly '05, whose spring break trip to
Barcelona, Spain, resulted in hospitalization and a coma.
-,..< *••>,...
Last year, The Mirror printed that
Reilly had apparently fallen off a bridge.
But his father, Bill Reilly, said he personally
does not think that occurred.
"Unfortunately, there were no eyewitnesses so no one knows for sure what
happened," he told The Mirror. "But we
do know that he was assaulted, mugged
and robbed."
Reilly's father also said that when
his son was found, he did not have any
identification on him and his ATM card had
been stolen.
In the 72 hours that followed his injury,
the $2,000 that was in his bank account was
withdrawn and spent in Barcelona.
After suffering massive head trauma,
Reilly had emergency brain surgery in Spain
and soon after was flown back to the U.S.
He came out of his coma in May.
Today, Reilly is in "coma recovery" and
is "minimally conscious" in the extended
recovery unit at JFK Johnson Rehabilitation
Institute in Edison, N.J.
Reilly's state is different than being in
a coma (when the person cannot be awakened) or vegetative state (when the person
is unresponsive) because he shows signs of
awareness, although not consistently.
Some doctors say a person in a "minimally conscious" state can't be communicated with, but Reilly's family will tell you
otherwise.
Although on some days he does not
respond to stimulation, Reilly often makes
noises and moves his hands when his brother
visits him.
Reilly's father said his son is in speech,
occupational and physical therapy and will
respond on occasion to his therapist and
mother.

"The things you see as a parent you thinking about him especially over the past
want to see so desperately," Reilly's mother few weeks," said Perry.
Reilly's birthday was March 23, three
told the Daily News. "Science is telling us
we were right. Now what do we do about days before Perry's.
it?"
Liam Hanley '05, Reilly's close friend
The Reillys hope that their son can and roommate from Fairfield and while the
have an fMRI scan soon to determine a two students were studying in Florence, said
possible treatment.
Reilly will always remain one of his closest
"He will probably need a little surgery friends, regardless of their distance or his
to qualify [for the fMRI]," Bill Reilly told medical condition.
"I am constantly praying for him and
The Mirror. "Hopefully that will give us
an idea about how and whether his brain his improvement," said Hanley. "I know that
responds to the conversations that occur so many other students are as, well."
"I am absolutely hopeful [of the new
around him."
study],"
he added. "Sean's recovery is goDr. Joseph Giacino, associate director
of neuropsychology at Reilly's hospital and ing to be a long one and this possibility is
Fairfield graduate, told the Daily News that only beneficial."
Contributed Photo a drug typically used for the treatment of
"He should have every opportunity to
Home photos: Reilly relaxes at home with his Parkinson's disease might act like a "spark get better. I think it's a great opportunity and
dog Hutch last year before he went abroad.
I'm glad the Reillys want to take advantage
that gets the fire going."
Although a year has passed since his of it," he said.
Recently, Reilly's mother, Susan, told
the New York Daily News that she's hoping accident, Reilly hasn't been
a new study may help find a potential treat- forgotten by Fairfield.
"I think, pray and hope
ment for her son's condition.
The study of Dr. Nicholas Schiff, for Sean's family every
director of the Laboratory of Cognitive day," said Casey AmmerNeuromodulation at Weill Cornell Medical man '05, a close friend of
College, and his colleagues suggest that Reilly's.
Another friend, Brenpatients like Reilly may be more aware than
dan Reuter '05, said that
they appear.
They claim that parts of the patients' Reilly is always on his
brain may have been spared from injury and mind.
He even wears a Lance
that this could lead to doctors' predictions
Armstrong style bracelet
about which patients may heal.
Using functional magnetic resonance for the Brain Institution
imaging (fMRI), the doctors scanned two of America to support his
"minimally conscious" patients' brains friend.
• "I hate jewelry," said
while they were listening to a recording of
a family member talking about a memory Reuter. "But I wear it for
together.
him."
Even Fairfield graduThe areas of the patients' brains responsible for language could not be differentiated ates still hold Reilly in
between unaffected brains that listened to a their prayers. Anna Perry
'04 has visited him at least
similar recording.
Although doctors aren't sure, Reilly six or seven times since his
Contributed Photo
could in fact be responsive to his family accident.
Trave| abroad : Reilly, second from the right, with friends in
members and he could be more aware than
"I think about him all Italy before an accident severely injured his brain.
the time, and have been
he appears.
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Before and after: Dorm-cleaning service disputed
BY GREGORY HILL

With the advent of spring, Nick Smaligo '05 awakens
to see the morning sun and a pasture of grass outside his
townhouse window. Sounds rustic, doesn't it?
But inside, old papers pile on tipped cups and dried
tea bags stick to a mixture of dirty and clean laundry, some
not even his.
For Smaligo, a clean house comes secondary to his
schoolwork, but he is adamant that he would never pay
for house cleaning.
"I don't have the money and would feel like more of
a spoiled brat than I already am," he said.
DormAid, a room-cleaning service created by CoCEOs Michael Kopka, a sophomore at Harvard University
and his brother Matthew Kopka, a freshman at Princeton
University, cleans college students' dorm rooms at Boston
University and Harvard.
"We started the business with the exact intent of helping kids live a clean and healthier life," said Michael Kopka
during an interview with KDKA radio in Philadelphia.
The service has recently come under crossfire after
the Harvard Crimson, the Harvard University student
newspaper, published an editorial calling for the boycott
of the company.
"By creating yet another differential between the
haves and have-nots on campus, DormAid threatens our
student unity," said the newspaper's editorial.
"We urge the student body to boycott DormAid," it
said near the end of the editorial.
The company has been criticized for widening the
socioeconomic gap between the students who can afford
the service and the ones who cannot.
One student went so far as to call the service "elitist"

because it is only available to those who can afford
to pay for it.
If a similar company came to Fairfield, would
students use the service?
As Fairfield's tuition prices rise to close to
$40,000, and with 67 percent of students receiving
financial aid, how many students can afford additional
cleaning services?
"Since I have no income, paying someone
to clean is not an option," said Ryan Farias '05,
Smaligo's roommate.
"Someday when I actually have a job I might
hire a cleaning person, but now I can't afford it,"
he said.
Smaligo added that if one of the purposes of a
university is to learn responsibility, the usage of such
a service might counteract what a university is trying
to accomplish.
"I don't really think it is a wise service for a university to encourage, because it accustoms students to
unrealistic expectations about the lifestyle that may
await them after graduation," said Smaligo.
DormAid is expanding soon to Brown University, Princeton University and University of Pennsylvania.
During the interview with KDKA, Michael
Kopka said the company contracts for the cleaning
and outsources the work to professionals.
Students seem to think it is a matter of personal
preference.
"I am extremely organized and don't need someone to clean for me, but I wouldn't mind using it on

Mike DeLuca/The Mirror
Big change: Your room could go from disgusting to spic and span if you mV housemates' messes," Lauren Correia '05 said,
have the money to pay for someone else to clean it.

ATHENA
DINER - RESTAURANT

LOOKING FOR AN EXCITING JOB?
GOOD. BECAUSE RED BULL IS LOOKING
FOR A STUDENT BRAND MANAGER.

Student Special
10% off with
your Stag Card

Fresh Seafood o Steaks
Chops o Cocktails
Wines o Beer
Thanks for voting us
Best Diner five years
in a row!

BEST DINER
OF FAIRFIEL

5-time winner: 2000-2004 -The Mirror

3350 Post Road
Southport, CT 06890
(203) 259-0603

Open 24 Hours, 7 Days
All major credit cards accepted

Red Bull is on the lookout for a Student Brand Manager. An SBM is a
reliable and motivated student whose responsibilities include relationship
building, brand development on campus, and having a great time. (OK,
that last one may not technically be a "responsibility" but we're going to
hold you to it anyway.)
Our expectations from you are the following:
• You're going into your second year or higher at this school.
• You have a good knowledge of when/where tilings are happening.
• You're interested in marketing and have good communication skills.
• You're outgoing and have an entrepreneurial spirit.
• You can connect with different kinds of people.
• You have a flexible schedule.
Does this sound like you? If so, then please go to: www.redbullu.com.

O 2005 Red Bull North Amcrlci. Inc. All rights tamed.
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A buck goes a long way: Dollar menu now at Stag
BY CAITLIN CALLAGHAN

Two White Castle cheeseburgers. Six
chicken nuggets. A hot pretzel. These are
only three of the seven items that students
can purchase for one dollar at the Stag
because of the new dollar menu.
The dollar menu was added to the
Stag on March 14, 2005 as result of the
collaborative efforts of the FUSA Senate,
Sodexho and James Fitzpatrick, the assistant vice president of student services.
Other items on the dollar menu
include a baked potato with butter and
cream cheese, garlic bread, two tacos and
a hotdog.
Students are enthusiastic about the
addition of the dollar menu.
"I feel that the dollar menu was a necessity to add to the Stag, because we are
all college students on a tight budget," said
Jenn Cole '06, a FUSA senator who helped
implement the new menu. "This allows
students to create a meal with a variety of
foods for a great price."
Other students feel similarly.
"I think the dollar menu is good, because now I might actually be able to buy
something from the Stag multiple days in
a row and still have money to go out on the
weekends," said Mike Colonello '08.
Lower prices will also help students
conserve their meal money.
"It is a great idea, because students can
get something snack size, and it will save
them StagBucks so that they can go to the

Mari Heenan/The Mirror

Just a buck: Johnny Vaccaro '07 orders $1 chicken nuggets at the Sky Ranch Grill.
Stag later in the semester," said Michelle
Fix '07.
Other students like the variety of items
on the dollar menu, including the White
Castle cheeseburgers which the Stag has
been selling at an average of 170 burgers
per day, according to Jenn Belcher, the
Stag's retail dining manager.
"I was pumped to see that they had
White Castle cheeseburgers because they
are the greatest food known to man," said
Rob Diamond '06. "I think the whole menu
is full of deliciousness."
The student life committee within
FUSA Senate used the results of a cam-

PJMAiO

pus-wide survey devised by Cole, Ashley
Toombs '07 and Bill Bordak, a graduate
assistant, to address student concerns in a
variety of areas.
The two most common problems at
the Stag were high prices and long waits,
the students said.
"It is our job as the elected representatives of the student body to discuss options
with administration to get students what
they want and deserve," said Cole.
FUSA Senators Marco Ambrosio '07,
Tim O'Connor '05 and Kaitlyn Noone '08
met with Fitzpatrick and Mark Tammone,
food service director of Sodexho, to discuss

how prices could be lowered and waiting
times could be shortened.
Fitzpatrick and Tammone said that the
prices of the main items at the Stag could
not be lowered due to the rising prices of
supplies and the development of labor
unions, but that a dollar menu would be a
great way to decrease prices and long waits
at the same time.
"Mr. Fitzpatrick and Mr. Tammone
really liked to hear the students' input," said
Ambrosio. "They always have the students'
best interest in mind."
"Mr. Fitzpatrick is not only open to
change, but he is also very quick to implement new ideas," said O'Connor. "He
really makes it a priority to keep students
happy."
The entire FUSA Senate approved
the menu items at a meeting and the dollar
menu was added to the Stag when students
came back from Spring Break.
Tammone is excited about the new
menu because it has minimally increased
the overall sales at the Stag.
"Students are coming in and instead
of buying one item off of the dollar menu,
they are buying a variety of items off that
menu or a combination of items off of both
menus," said Tammone.
Although the sales increase is minimal, the dollar menu items are selling more
than the regular items.
"I think that sales will continue to
increase in the long run, as more and more
students hear about it," said Belcher.

"Careers in Communication"
2424 Black Rock Tpk
Fairfield

Date:

We Are Open Late!

Thursday, April 14, 2005

Time:

6:30 PM - 8:00PM

Thurs. 11a.m. - 2a.m. Fri - Sat. 11a.m. - 3a.m.
Regular Hours Sun. -Thurs. 11a.m. - 11p.m. Fri. - Sat. 11a.m. - 12a.m.

Fast Free Delivery!
■»«

•

1/*> B«# 4* Mon.-Thurs.-Pick-up only Can Not Be

aI

* FlZZa IS AlWayS 1/U r nCe Combined With Business Discount

* Soda is Always Free everyday!

Location:

Alumni House Brennan Room

Speaker:
David Gleason, Ph.D.
Vice President, Brand and Consumer
Research Spike TV & MTV Networks

see chart below

* Desserts are Always 1/2 Price everyday!
with min. purchase

* Business Discount 15% off & Free Soda everyday!
1/2 Price Desserts!
DOUBL

RAINB W

Super Premium Ice Cream reg. $4^J§ S2.49 per pint

Awarded Best in America!

Cakes
New York Cheese Cake, Chocolate Mousse, Snickers Bar,
Reese's Bar, Carrot, Tiramisu. reg. $3S19 $1.99

FREE Soda
1
1
2
3
4
5

Free
Free
Free
Free
Free
Free

20 oz. with purchases over $3.00
20 Liter with purchases over $10.00
2 Liters with purchases over $20.00
2 Liters with purchases over $30.00
2 Liters with purchases over $40.00
2 Liters with purchases over $50.00

Did you ever wonder what it is like to work in
the media industry? Hear how your strong
academic preparation and research and writing skills translate into a media career.

call us at:

374-2400
Don't Miss Out on our
Great Specials!

Fast Free Delivery!

All students all majors welcome!!!
Sponsored by the Student Communication
Club, the Department of Communication, and
the Career Planning Center
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A big bite opening for Mike's Pizza MIRROR
BY ELIZABETH COOPER

After much anticipation, students
flocked to the Levee Friday night for
the opening of Mike's Pizza. Mike's
management was pleased with the
turnout.
"It was good," said Kostas Mentis,
one of Mike's managers. "It was very
good."
No special event was planned
around Mike's opening night, but based
on the large number of students who
showed up, it seemed like they didn't
need one.
"I thought it was delicious," said
Greg DiCamillo '05, a beach resident.
"I felt that it was the same quality as it
is on Post Road."
A grand opening event is currently

being planned, according to Mentis.
"We will have a grand opening in
the future," he said. "We'll hang signs
outside and everything will be free
that day."
Students who came to dine this
weekend also played pool, got drinks
at the bar, and watched television.
Christopher Jak, a pop/folk singer and
songwriter from New Jersey, performed
at the Levee on Saturday night.
One of the few downsides to getting Mike's pizza at the Levee is that
it isn't sold by the slice; the minimum
pizza order is a small pie for $6.
Mentis said that individual slices
are not served because only small and
medium pizzas are made at the Levee,
as opposed to the large and small pies
served in town.

So far, students don't seem to mind
this, and are happy that the franchise has
finally come to campus.
"I wish it had been here my entire
four years," said Mentis.
Students have the option of eating in or taking out. Whether or not
delivery will be available remains to
be seen.
"We'll see how it goes in the future," said Mentis.
One potential issue is whether
Mike's on-campus presence will affect
the sale of pizza at Rob & Iggy's in
the Stag.
Matt Clinton '06 said he'll be less
likely to go to the Stag for pizza.
"The Levee is a lot closer and
Mike's Pizza is cheaper and better than
at the Stag," he said.
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March 30th

Salon

9:07 a.m. $25 was stolen from a
purse of a graduate assistant
in the Multicultural Relations
office.

CAMPUS CRIME BEAT
BILL MCBAIN

April 3
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April 1
4:00 p.m. A camera digital was
stolen from room 121 a in Bannow. The door was unlocked.
4:20 p.m. A bike chained to the
post of the Campion north door
had a tire and seat stolen.
10:21 p.m. A student was referred
to judicial for urinating at the
Gonzaga south entrance.
April 2
2:05 p.m. A townhouse window
was broken. The residents
found a lacrosse ball that went
through the window.
3:45 p.m. Townhouses residents
reported their door front and
rear doors were kicked in
sometime between midnight
and three a.m.

4:17 a.m. The fire alarm system
in Regis went off. The building was evacuated and The
Fairfield Fire Department responded. During room checks
, marijuana was found as well
as a fire alarm strobe torn off
the wall earlier.
10 a.m. A laptop was stolen out of a
room in Kostka. The door was
unlocked.
10:30 a.m. Two laptops, cash, a
moneyclip and a credit card
were stolen from a Jogues
room.
2 p.m. A digital camera was reported stolen from townhouse.
4:30 p.m. A laptop was stolen from
a room in Kostka. The room
was unlocked.

V CLASSIFIEDS
Help Wanted
Do you enjoy a fast paced job?
Are you a people person?
Do you need flexible hours?
Then join our winning team in the
fast paced restaurant business.
Drivers and phone personnel
needed. Don't delay call today.
203-374-2400
Ask for Mike.
Beach House
2005-2006 School Year
Four Bedroom
One Bath
Call for more information:
203-464-1615

m

in
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Looking for any sophomores
or juniors interested in a paid
internship position while receiving credit. Open to any majors,
incredibly flexible hours based
on your schedule, fun and relaxed work environment, responsibilities based on your abilities.
Close to campus and no experience necessary. Great job opportunity. For more information,
call Steve at
203-222-2222 ext. 3
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Get 10% off
with yourStagCard
Now online at www.ladidaa.com

Call Mark at (203) 256-6594
to place your ad for as low as $15!

Summer beach rental. 2 bedroom, 1 bath, A/C, cable. Across
from beach. $3,000/mo.
255-4539

Business Department
Phone Number: (203) 256-6594
Fax Number: (203) 254-4162

Stay at home mom (Norwalk,
CT) seeks summer help with
newborn and toddler. M-F/ 4-5
hours a day. $250 a week. Must
have transportation and
references.
203-847-3361.

MAIL: 1073 North Benson Road, Box AA,
Fairfield University, Fairfield, CT 06824
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CORRECTIONS/CLARIFICATIONS
The Mirror strives to report accurately in its stories.
However, if you are aware of any errors, please call
Editor in Chief Steven M. Andrews at 256-6529.
Can't wait until Thursday?

Fairfield Beach House
Great Location
'05-'06 School Year Rental
3 bedrooms, lots of parking
For info call 254-8419
Run to your computer.
Visit us online!
www.fairfieldmirror.com
-The
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Dancing for a cure: Profits to go to breast cancer research
BY REBECCA DESANTO

This year, the dance ensemble will be
dancing for a cause. Proceeds from the annual dance ensemble show on April 15 will
be donated to the Breast Cancer Research
Foundation in New York City.
However, the fundraiser is not just an
act of community service; it is an act of love
and remembrance.
The fundraiser is being run by Elizabeth Maida '05, treasurer of the dance ensemble. Eight years ago, her mother, Lorrie
Maida, lost a six-year battle against breast
cancer. Maida was in eighth grade.
"I don't ever think I will really be okay
with it. At first I was in shock, but over a
long period of time I was in grief," said
Maida about her mother's death.
Maida believes that she is a dancer
today because of her mother's efforts when
Maida was a child.
"My mom paid all my dance bills, was
at every recital and every competition,"
said Maida.
Alicia Haraskin, secretary of dance
ensemble, also lost her mother, Josephine,
to breast cancer in September 2003.
"I think this is so great that Liz has
organized this fundraiser in honor our
mothers. It really means a lot to me," said
Haraskin.
This is the first time the dance ensemble has held a fundraiser. Two dollars
of each ticket sold will be donated to the

Breast Cancer Research Foundation. The
women hope to raise $1,400 from ticket
sales.
Maida said that she has also been asking local businesses to help out in aid with
this cause. The businesses can pay to a put
an advertisement in the show's program,
and part of that money will be used in the
fundraiser. Maida said that she sent letters to all of
the parents of the dancers and her friends
and family to donate money. The dancers'
goal is to raise a total of $3,000.
"This is not just a fundraiser to me, this
is a personal effort. I am doing this for the
Breast Cancer Research Foundation and for
Contributed Photo
myself. I don't care how much time it takes
Jazzing
it
up:
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Dance
Team
will
be
donating
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profits
to
breast
cancer
research.
or effort," said Maida.
Maida decided to donate to the Breast extremely pleased about her efforts. Robbie dance is in lyrical form, which means that
Cancer Research Foundation because she Finke, director of marketing and corporate the dancers are expressing the song lyrics
wanted to make sure that the money would sponsors for the foundation, told Maida that through their movements.
be going toward research to find a cure for 85 cents of each dollar will be donated to
"Part of the reason why Alicia and I
breast cancer.
finding a cure for breast cancer.
are dancing a duet in honor of our mothers
"I did this because it's so important to
Maida said that she has also been try- is because our mothers are the reason why
me, it's so important to me that they find ing to get the attention of local newspapers we are dancers today," said Maida.
a cure. I'm so passionate about it," said and news stations so more people will know
The dance ensemble show is on April
about it and donate.
15, at 8 p.m, and will include hip-hop, balMaida.
According to Breastcancer.org, every
"This is the first time dance ensemble let, lyrical, modern, tap and jazz dances by
three minutes a woman is diagnosed with has had a fundraiser, but I want people to its 30 members. Tickets are $7 for students
breast cancer. It is estimated that during know about it, so it will become a tradition and $10 for general admission.
If students would like to donate to the
this year alone, 216,000 new cases of breast and continue," she said.
cancer will be diagnosed and 40,000 women
In addition to the fundraiser, Maida fundraiser, tax deductible checks, made out
and Haraskin are going to dance a duet in to the Breast Cancer Research Foundation
will die from the disease.
When Maida contacted the Breast Can- their mothers' honor to the Martina Mc- can be mailed to Box 2076. The deadline
cer Research Foundation, she said they were Bride song, "In My Daughter's Eyes." The for donations is March 31.

"Henry Hecht's phone number appearing on your caller ID represents one of the most
comforting things that can happen to a writer." Newsday columnist Chuck Culpepper
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ARE YOU STRUGGLING
TO WRITE PAPERS?
ARE YOU NOT GETTING THE GRADES
YOU WANT ON YOUR ESSAY EXAMS?
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LYMAN CENTER
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PERFORMING ARTS
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/ \ to meet individually with graduate faculty in more
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Then, Step Write Up® to better writing! For a reasonable fee, a seasoned
journalist and experienced editor will critique writing assignments, identify
problems and point out common pitfalls. I will teach you how to become better
writers so you can literally "write" me out of your life.

\ than 40 areas of study in education, business,
computer science, health and human services,

Call (203) 461-8312
or visit www.StepWriteUp.com

library science, and the arts and sciences. Many programs offered with Connecticut teacher certification.

For further information cqll-i-800-448-0661 or ^05-392-3240

gradinfo@SouthernCT.erlu ♦ wvvw.gradstudies.SouthernCT.edu
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"I worked with Henry for almost 5 years, and no editor spent more time
with me. He knows the business, he knows how to write, he knows how to
make your writing better, and most important, he cares." John Boell, N.Y.
journalist

Call now and make your summer productive!!
Free gift to first 10 students who sign up this month!
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Off-campus StagCard a hit with stores, not students
BY KRISTINE STARK

Mirror File Photo

Eating good
in the neighborhood:
Chef's Table is
one of many
restaurants
and stores
who accept
Stag Bucks st
off-campus
locations after
a big effort by
FUSA. However, student
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Apply for the PAID internship that trains you for
Management Careers with companies like GE, IBM, Kraft,
Northrop Grumman, Pitney Bowes, PricewaterhouseCoopers
and other Fortune 500s.
If you are a talented ethnically diverse student:
• Majoring in Business, Engineering, Computers & Information Sciences, Sales, Marketing,
Nursing or Retail Management
• With a positive attitude, passion and poise
•
•
•

Minimum 2.8 gpa*
Full-time student at a 4-year college
With 2 or more summers prior to graduation

We are looking for U!
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Join us today!

The expanded StagCard has been used
thousands of times for off-campus purchases
since its introduction in January.
But some students complain it isn't all
that easy to use. Others say they don't have
a need for it.
For freshmen, who have difficulty getting off campus, using the StagCard is not
easy.
"As a freshman, it is difficult to get to
any stores without a car," said Cathy Aldi '08.
"I'll probably use my card off-campus more
next year."
One student said that he doesn't think
the StagBucks system is practical for use
anywhere except at the university.
"Your Visa debit is real money which
offers much more flexibility in terms of usability," said James Nguyen '07, "whereas
the StagBucks limit you to a few restaurants
and is only practical on campus."
One reason why some students feel
this way could be because of the lack of
advertising.
Since the StagCard system started this
semester, about three e-mails have been sent
out to all students detailing the places where
the card is accepted.
Another method of advertising is the
businesses themselves.
The businesses who accept the StagCard
have signs posted in their windowfronts or
on their counters like the one pictured above
at Chefs Table.
But some students didn't even know
that there was more than one campus wide
e-mail.
"One campus wide e-mail isn't enough,"
said Julie Howe '07, when asked what the
school should do to get the word out about
the new features of the card.
As of March 22, there had been 2,012
off-campus transactions, according to Coordinator of Information Systems Mike
Tortora.
Some off-campus stores that use the
system are happy with the new availability
for students.
"Yeah, business is up. Students come in
and buy $30 worth of magazines," said Carol
Kowalczik, manager of CVS on Post Road,
"and they normally wouldn't with cash."
Kowalczik also said that there are approximately 30 students using the StagCard
system each week.
As for the future, Tortora said that there
are already plans in progress to place informational signs at the value transfer station,
the BCC and the library.
Putting a new system together in the
spring semester is disadvantageous.
"It is better to do something like this in
the fall," said Tortora, "where more brochures
and mailings can go out to the students." This
will happen this coming summer.
When asked if the card could become
a more "corporate card" with the VISA or
Mastercard logo on it, he said, "At this time, it
is staying as a campus card, with off-campus
merchants."
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Apply online at www.INROADS.org
*some INROADS offices may have a higher gpa requirement.

Head to The Mirror Online for online
exclusives and other cool content that
just can't fit into this inch of space.
New content published on
Mondays and Thursdays!
www.fairfieldmirror.com
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DiBuono's responsibility
Jessica DiBuono '06 won the FUSA presidential election in
a landslide victory on Tuesday night. However, with the lowest
voter turnout in 20 years, it's questionable how much of the student body truly stands behind its new president elect.
We congratulate DiBuono on her victory, but remind her
that this is the beginning of a long road ahead. Despite diligent
and persistent campaigning, DiBuono only managed to capture
600 votes - just over one-fifth of the student body. Such figures
are emblematic of the general student apathy toward FUSA.
With the election over, we ask DiBuono to drop the campaign
pretense - lofty, amorphous goals such as uniting the student
body - and instead focus on the tangible, achievable elements
of her platform.
Unlike current FUSA President Paul Duffy, DiBuono will
enter office along with her running mate, Vice President of FUSAelect Kristina Chomick. Their rapport and joint platform should
make for a smooth transition into the new administration, and
notable changes should be seen sooner.
DiBuono will also face new challenges unique to this administration. Under the new constitution, she will choose the new
vice president of programming. This gives her, not the student
body, the responsibility of choosing those at the forefront of
concert programming. Further, DiBuono enters office with arguably the most experience of any FUSA president in recent years.
Although her excellent credentials undoubtedly earned her votes,
they may also earn her additional criticism should she disappoint
the student body.
DiBuono's success depends on her ability to make the strong
elements of her campaign platform a reality. Particularly noteworthy were her promises to increase FUSA-student communication through the development of a weekly FUSA newsletter and
FUSA website. These are commendable projects that should be
undertaken as soon as possible. Increased visibility may be the
ingredient for success that has eluded FUSA in the past.
With her win she joins Karen Donahue '03 as only the second
female president in FUSA history. Despite the low voter turnout,
DiBuono still has the ability to rally the student body behind
her. Students want to see real, tangible changes. They are not
interested in the menial inner workings of FUSA, which has being an increasingly exclusive club. It's your job,.Ms. DiBuono,
to change that.
Again, we congratulate DiBuono on her election success.
However, the thrill of election night is short-lived. Ultimately,
Ms. DiBuono, you were the victor on Tuesday night; whether
you will be seen as victorious in the eyes of the students still
remains to be seen.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

A more open dialogue on race
To The Editor:
I don't know who should be more embarrassed
by the story that ran last Thursday on the addition of
four new professors to the Fairfield community: the
administration or The Mirror itself. ("New Hires will
double number of black faculty").
Why the chagrin? Well, after a lead that curiously manages to disparage not only Leave it to
Beaver, but the current faculty of the university as a
"rerun," readers of The Mirror are treated to nearly
500 words that amount to the following: The College
of Arts and Sciences has hired four new professors
simply because they are black.
Did no one in the administration think it might
be important to give a reason why these individuals
were hired beyond the color of their skin? Did no one
in The Mirror office think to ask what scholarship or
ground-breaking work of academia these individuals
were a part of that led them to receive employment
from one of the east coast's premier liberal arts universities? While the article makes an effort to note
that these were "non-affirmative action hires," The

THE FAIRFIELD MIRROR
The Mirror welcomes the opinions
and contributions of its readers:
Letters to the editor must be timely and submitted by disk,
e-mailed to themirror@stagweb.fairfield.edu
or submitted through our website: www.fairfieldmirror.com.
Once received, all letters become property of The Mirror.
There are no guarantees of publication and all submissions must be signed.
The Mirror reserves the right to edit letters and articles for content',
length and grammatical error. Letters should be free of obscenities
and personal attacks, and should contain correct and factual information.
Please keep letters to under 350 words.

The Mirror is in room 104 of Barone Campus Center

Sincerely,
Sean Hayes '03
Former Mirror Editor in Chief

Swastikas left up in Dolan Hall
To the Editor:

The editorial represents the opinion of the majority of The Mirror editorial
board. What is your opinion? Write to us: themirror@stagweb.fairfield.edu

Mirror reports that the only unique thing about these
individuals is their racial class.
Remotely approaching justification for the new
hires is a curious quote from Ryan Farias, a member
of the "student search committee" in which one of
the teachers is hailed for "relating" to students and
that they will experience "growth and development"
at Fairfield. Why a student is giving such clandestine
reasons for the hires is beyond me, but perhaps with
Father von Arx deciding the fate of the Teacher of
the Year he has become too busy to oversee matters
of tenure amongst faculty.
>
It is a shame that what should be heralded as
a great day for lily-white Fairfield is clouded by a
news story that reeks of a racial gerrymander. I look
forward to a more open dialogue from the university
on this, and more vigorous reporting by The Mirror
to cover it.

We are writing to voice our
concern about the presence of
swastikas around Dolan Hall. Although the history of the swastika
as a symbol reaches back over
3,000 years, it serves today as
a powerful reminder of Hitler's
Nazi Party and its murder of over
6 million human beings during
World War II.
Despite the negative connotations of the swastika, several
of them have been scratched into
a wall in our elevator since the
middle of March. We received an
e-mail from our RHC on March
18 informing us that all Dolan

residents had been charged for the
drawings. But this did not stop a
new one from appearing within
the last few days. After living in
the residence halls for the past 4
years, we are well aware that when
a washing machine breaks down
it is deemed important enough to
fix within a short amount of time;
yet nobody has been hired to paint
over these powerful symbols of
hatred.
What does this overwhelming
apathy towards the swastikas say
about Fairneld's priorities? What
about our "Jesuit ideals," and men
and women for others? If these
swastikas were drawn in a more
central location on campus—for

Hi

example somewhere that the Office of Admissions takes tours of
prospective students—would they
still remain after several weeks?
Even if the swastikas are meant to
be some sort of sick and twisted
joke, is Fairfield the type of institution to tolerate it?
We sincerely hope that this
letter sheds light on what a serious issue the presence of such a
symbol is, and that this problem
is addressed and remedied immediately.
Sincerely,
Alisha Holland '05 and
Courtney Cashman '05

\
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Cardboard City: meaningful demonstration or useless gesture:?
BY JOSH ST. ONGE

For many years Campus Ministry
has organized an event called Cardboard
City. The purpose of this event is to raise
Fairfield students' awareness about the
reality of homelessness.
It is (or at least should be) upsetting that a substantial number of people
in America are homeless. We are the
wealthiest and most powerful society in
the history of the world, yet we have not
developed enough of a social conscience to
take responsibility for those less fortunate
than ourselves. Cardboard City is a small
reminder of the responsibilities that we, as
students at a Catholic university, have for
pursuing social justice.
The point of Cardboard City is not
for students to have a chance to "feel
homeless" for a night. We are not so
foolish as to think that a bunch of middleclass and upper-middle-class college
kids can approximate what it is like to be
homeless by sleeping outside the campus
center. We are simply trying to make
Fairfield students aware of the reality of
homelessness.
While we sleep in our dorms and
townhouses there are other people - yes,
real flesh and blood people with just as
much innate dignity as you and I - who
sleep on the street every night. The suffering of others is not something Fairfield
students are particularly accustomed to
reflecting upon.
We generally worry about class, extracurriculars and our social lives — and with
good reason. We are, after all, in college.
But we also have a responsibility to contemplate how we can best serve our society
both now and in the future. Cardboard
City is an opportunity for Fairfield students
to engage in such contemplation.
Some students object to the spectacle
of their classmates constructing, sleeping
in, and then taking down Cardboard City
because it is so very public. Can't those
Campus Ministry kids just give out pamphlets or put up paper tents in the dining
hall? Yes, we could. We have, in fact, and
will continue to do so. However, if I hand
you a pamphlet or fact sheet you may or
may not read it.
If I and several other students engage

in an active, ongoing demonstration like
BY CHRISTOPHER DONATO
Cardboard City, then you will at least
wonder what's going on. You may wander
One night each spring, Fairfield students construct cardboard forts outside the
over and ask us a few questions, or even
decide to join us for a bit and learn a little
BCC during Hunger and Homelessness
Week. They hope to draw other students'
more about why we are doing what we
attention to the lifestyle of those who are
are doing.
homeless, marginalized and overlooked.
Cardboard City is about the power of
community. It is a challenge to the indiAlthough these students may have their
hearts in the right place, they are merely
viduals walking by to stop for a moment
patronizing the people they are imitating.
and consider their place in the community.
This
activity seems equivalent to students
What kind of connection to the community do I have? What concerns, goals
painting themselves black for Black
and responHistory Month
or having a
sibilities do I
temporary
share with my
boyfriend/girlpeers? What,
friend for Naif anything, do.
tional Coming
I owe to those
Out Day.
less fortunate
Hunger
than myself?
and HomelessAnd what
ness Week is
about God?
dedicated to
These are
"promoting
the questions
awareness for
Cardboard
those less forCity attempts
tunate in our
to stir within
community
the minds of
and throughFairfield stuout the world."
dents.
Yet I am not
Cardsure there are
board City is,
many people in
of course, not
"our" commuperfect. There
nity who are
is always more
less fortunate
that can be
done to engage
in the way that
the minds and
the statement
Mirror File Photo
imaginations The problem: What really helps?
implies.
of our student
Our combody. There is
munity is prialways another person who wishes to be
marily composed of middle-class and
included within the community.
upper-middle class students, few of whom
Campus Ministry Council meets evhave experienced the harshness of the
ery Thursday night to discuss just how we
streets. The week itself displays this by
can improve what we do here at Fairfield.
only including the "less fortunate" on the
If anyone has any questions, comments
last day of the event, during the Hunger
or criticisms regarding Cardboard City
Clean-Up. Besides that, at no time does it
or anything else Campus Ministry does,
seem that the fortunate and less fortunate
please do not hesitate to come to a meetinteract.
ing. We believe in what we are doing,
Instead, the events seem to cater
but we are always open to improving our
to "our" community alone and dealing
methods. If you want to help, we welcome
with our,own preoccupation with being
informed and educated about social isyou gladly. God Bless.

John Paul II: The only pope we've known
BY EILEEN ARNOLD

At the beginning of the school year, my internship,
which is at a bi-weekly Catholic magazine called Commonweal, asked me to compile their archived articles concerning
Pope John Paul II since his health was once again flagging.
This assignment filled me with trepidation; it almost seemed
like blasphemy. I began to watch carefully for any sign that
God might smite me.
On the other hand, I found out some interesting information about John Paul II, not least of which was an entire
comic book was made for him. I digress though; I feel
like some mention of the pope passing away ought to be
made, but I feel incredibly unequal to the task. After all,
he was pope for longer than I've been alive. Nobody in my
generation has any experience of anyone else, so we have
no one to compare him to.
Since I can't comment on his papacy or his legacy, I
can wonder about the affect his death will have on students

at Fairfield. You might be surprised, but John Paul II did
know that Fairfield existed, and at least once (to my knowledge) carried on a conversation-with a faculty member from
Fairfield, about Fairfield (see Ellen Umansky in the Judaic
Studies Department for details). I don't know specifically
what was said, but I have no doubt that if John Paul knew
about the character of Fairfield, he would have prayed for
our souls.
A friend of mine once said that "the only thing Catholic
about this university is that it's Catholic." I don't think that
our situation is as dire as that; the Jesuit identity is present, Campus Ministry flourishes, and we have good Social
Justice projects.
At a Catholic university though, I feel that there should
be more knowledge and communication with the mother
ship. In other words, we should all know more about the
Church that 85 percent of the students are affiliated with,
and we should all (gasp) engage in intelligent conversation
and debate about the Church and its issues.

sues. Some imagine that simply by eating
soup and bread they are doing their part
in helping the homeless. Many of the
events scheduled during this week are
of value, but they are not a substitute for
other experiences that students should
have. Information without experience is
not an education.
The most obscene display of posturing and misdirected pity during the week
of events must be Cardboard City that
runs Thursday night into Friday morning. ' Many people claim that the event is
to inform fellow students throughout the
night. To me, this does not seem to be
effective for a number of reasons: many
students are not going to be up at one in
the morning, nor are they apt to stop and
talk to anyone out of the ordinary, it just
isn't Fairfield nature.
If students want to draw attention to
this problem, they may consider doing
something in the future that they could
gather real experience from. A small
group of students in Boulder, Colorado,
spent three nights in Denver living on the
streets two weeks ago. During the days
they begged for money individually to
provide their meals, while at night they
slept together for safety reasons. This type
of experience seems valuable and would
actually give students a realistic and meaningful perspective on homeless life.
I know that students are not trying to
spend a night in the shoes of a homeless
person, but rather educate other students
on the issue, which is an important first
step to create change. But it seems to
me that this step is being considered
good enough and maybe a final step for
many.
If students take a little more initiative to spend a night or two on the streets
of Bridgeport to realize how difficult
living day to day is, they may be able
to inspire others to go beyond the educational step.
I want to express that I am not attacking those who are involved in Cardboard
City, for you are doing more than many
others on campus. However, Cardboard
City is an offensive event that reflects
poorly on an out-of-touch community
that is passing on opportunities that could
much better serve us as a whole.
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In the coming months, I hope that students will watch
the news and read the obituaries about John Paul's life
because it was truly amazing. There was a good turnout at
the mass on Sunday over which Bishop Lori presided. John
Paul's legacy was a big part of the mass. John Paul's death
obviously made an impact in some way for those people.
Hopefully that effect will resonate.
I also hope that we will follow (and hopefully with interest) the election of the new pope. It is an important time
in Church history and a pivotal time period for the world.

All
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Cyanide murder mystery thrills BCC attendees
BY KATE MCCULLEY

They dined. They danced. They witnessed a death by cyanide and decided to
track down the killer themselves.
It was a night to die for when the
Fairfield University Ballroom Dance Club
held its fourth annual Murder Mystery
Dance last Thursday. More than 100
Fairfield students and guests were treated to
a night of dinner and dancing, highlighted by
an interactive murder mystery play.
"The cast was so good!" said Patricia
Hartendorp '06, who attended the event for
the second time. "They're very convincing.
They can think of a good answer for any
question you ask them."
The Secrets of the Syn Family, performed by Chester Hadlyme Mysteries, told
the story of a greedy Southern family, heirs
to a toilet paper fortune. An engagement
party went horrifyingly wrong with the fatal
poisoning of the groom-to-be. The audience
then attempted to solve the murder by interrogating the characters.
Some of the more memorable moments
were the unscripted ones. Kevin Saville
'06 played along with a running joke that
he was trying to seduce the mother, even
grinding with her on the dance floor. Desirae Brown '07 frequently encouraged the
detective to search for clues in the mother's
ample cleavage. Guesses of the murderer's
identity ranged from audience members to
the innocent DJ.
The cast was invited back after a successful performance last year.
"I'm so glad [the cast] could come
back," said Ballroom Dance Club Vice
President Kelly Anne Martin '06, who was
in charge of planning and running the event.
"They were great last year, so I definitely

Conributed photo

A good time: Students enjoyed dinner and murder at last week's annual Murder Mystery Dance.
wanted them back."
The cast had similar sentiments.
"We love coming here," said Chris Pollack, a stand-up comedian who played the
conniving brother David Syn. "The audience is always getting into it, asking lots of
questions, having a great time."

The mystery was solved by Karen
Seavers '05, who predicted the dastardly
lawyer to be the murderer - one of six possible endings for the same play. Seavers
won a T-shirt autographed by the cast as
well as free movie passes for the people
sitting at her table.

The evening ended with dancing late
into the night. Many agreed that the Murder
Mystery Dance was a welcorne break from
the typical Thursday.
"It's the biggest event for Ballroom,"
said Martin, "but it's also my favorite night
of the year."

From Princeton to The Levee: Christopher Jak goes his own way
BY CAROL GJENVICK

Dressed in jeans and a beige
hoody and adorned with tousled
brown hair, Christopher Jak blended in with the college crowd at the
Levee.
During his performance, Jak
performed a couple of covers as
well as songs from his first CD,
"Applause of the Rain," and his
new CD, "The New Nostalgia."
Unlike many other singer/
songwriters, Jak said he will not
cover or be influenced by his peers'
songs.

Instead, he finds inspiration
in an eclectic mix of old and new
artists.
Jak covered Burt Bacharach
and Cyndi Lauper's "Time after
Time."
Cyndi Lauper seems like an
unusual cover for a male singer/
songwriter, but Jak justified his
choice of song.
"It's an absolutely amazing
song," said Jak. It is also unexpected and challenges him as an
artist.
Sounding nothing like Lauper,
he can then give the song his own

mark.
The crowd brings a unique
element to each of Jak's shows.
The crowd becomes his main
source of inspiration at each performance.
"I feed directly from the
crowd," said Jak.
Jak's personality is as eclectic
as his musical range.
A Princeton native, he now
lives in Colorado with his two
Newfoundland mix dogs.
If he weren't a singer/songwriting, he would've liked to be
a chef.

Jak, 26, began his musical
career at age 10 when he joined the
American Boychoir School.
During his time in the choir
he engaged in intensive academic
and choral training.
During the four years he attended the Boychoir School, Jak
toured around the country.
This lifestyle, Jak said, has
aided him now. Just like the music business, this school is not for
everyone.
However, it taught him discipline and gave him an opportunity
to work with professionals.

Jak's experience in performing for a live audience helps him
attract interest.
"He had a good mix of remakes as well as his own songs,"
said Erin Hanafin '07, who attended the show.
"He had a great blend of
music that I felt really catered to
Fairfield students' tastes," said
Michael Mancini, director of
weekend programming.
"I would definitely have him
back for another show in the
future."

You've read about what happened this week...
now see what's happening this coming month!
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PHOTO CONTEST WINNERS
HONORABLE MENTIONS
*,

CAPE: JAMES NGUYEN

2007

PEOPLE: JEFFERY ALIGHIERI

The Mirror staff would like to thank everyone who submitted entries to the First
Annual Mirror Photo Contest. This year, we received almost 100 entries from a
dozen photographers. Six prizes were awarded: first place overall, second place and
honorable mentions for best landscape, people nature and graphic photograph. First
place overall and second place winners will receive $80 and $40 gift certificates to
Angus Steak House, who generously donated the prizes.
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Complaining
is strainingdo something!
So another FUSA election has come
and gone and voter turnout was, as
usual, pretty abysmal. Fewer than
900 of you managed to make your way down
the stairs after checking your mail to spend
less than a minute checking off two boxes.
This isn't a surprise; each year FUSA
candidates are lucky to drum up a third of the
student body to vote. This year, in fact, students turned out in the worst number since
The Mirror began tracking voter turnout in
its pages (see Mirror Snapshot, page 1).
What bothers me about this trend isn't
so much that our community isn't into politics. Indeed, strike up a conversation about
national politics and you'll get fervent reactions from students on why they hate Bush
or why people should shut their traps about
Kerry. In fact, I sometimes sidestep political
conversation simply to avoid getting into a
heated argument.
A similar discussion will come up
about some elements of FUSA. Students
get upset about certain issues, such as who
our concert choices will be or the recent
attempts by faculty to take the Levee as a
faculty dining room (which FUSA members
helped to derail).
But ultimately, when it comes time to
put up or shut up, shutting up never happens.
Why does this happen? It might stand
to reason that students wouldn't turn out
as heavily in the presidential election.
Absentee ballots, having to leave campus
for something other than La Salsa... yeah,
there's some energy exerted, and that flies in
the face of our continual apathy. But when
voting booths are in Barone... that seems a
bit too easy to avoid. I voted at 6:30 p.m.,
and there was literally no line to contend
with. I wasn't exactly elbowing my way to
the front to vote.
All you needed was a StagCard to
prove your identity, and most people in the
campus center already would have them on
their person anyway, even if only to pick
up a package or grab some eats. You show
them your StagCard, they highlight your
name, you pull two arrows (which I managed to botch, even though I knew who the
candidates were; I initially tried to vote for
both VPs), and you're done.
I'm thankful I'm graduating this year,
because one of the few things that regularly
irritated me on campus is when it comes
time for the concert announcement, people
voice their annoyance on the choice of
performer. The voter turnout proves that if
people really cared, they'd actually give up
a short moment to make their voice heard.
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Blown away: The facts about cocaine
Cocaine is the second most
illicitly used drug in the U.S.
I have never been to an upstairs party, and is Connecticut's biggest
but I know some of the guests.
drug threat, according to the
You must move swift, so no one sees Office of National Drug Control
you walk up the stairs or move towards the Policy in Dec. 2004. The state
bathroom in a small group.
of Connecticut is a major transit
Your mission: find the right room. Try and destination area for the drug
every door handle. All the bedrooms are since it surfaces the shoreline,
locked. Now what? The bathroom line is runs through several major highways and is the middle point for
long. You'll wait.
Two or maybe three of you - male or states such as New York and
female - finally get inside the bathroom. Massachusetts.
In 2002, 6.39 percent of 18Shut the door. Lock it. No one sees you
to 25-year-olds in Connecticut
now. No one knows.
California cornflakes. Rich man's admitted to using cocaine within
crack. Yeyo. Call it what you will - cocaine the last year and ranked as the
is a dangerous drug that some students at this highest age group to use within
school meddle with - not knowing that the the past year (ONDCP, 2003).
In addition, cocaine is an
ultimate price could be death.
Out of 100 FU students age 18 to 21 extremely expensive drug. Powinterviewed, 60 percent said they have used dered cocaine sold for $20,000cocaine at least once in their lifetime. Of $30,000/kg, $600 to $l,100/oz
that 60 percent, 17 percent said they had and $50-$90/g in Connectiused cocaine in the past month, 83 percent cut in 2003, according to the
declined to answer due to privacy issues. ONDCP. If your average book
The preferred method of use was snorting. bag weighed 80 lbs in powdered
Cocaine use by college students has cocaine, that would be equivalent
varied over the past 10 years from a low of to a $1,090,909.20 value.
2.0 percent in 1994 to a high of 5.4 percent
Do not let that amaze you.
in 2003 (University of Michigan, Monitor- The U.S. Drug Enforcement
ing the Future National Survey Results on Agency seized 23.8 kg of coDrug Use, 1975 to 2003, Volume II: College caine in 2003. That is equivalent
Students and Adults Ages 19 to 45, 2004).
to 52.36 lbs.
The DEA's drug seizures of cocaine
Nationwide, 6.6 percent of all cocaine
users were age 18 to 25 and 2.2 percent has progressively increased since 1998 with
of those admitted to using within the past 34,448 seizures to 61,594 in 2002.
month (Substance Abuse and Mental Health
In 2002, 21.2 percent of all ConServices Administration, 2004).
necticut drug convicts were arrested for
powdered cocaine
possession.
Pure cocaine is
hardly ever sold on
the streets. Street
cocaine is usually
diluted with fillers
such as cornstarch,
sugars and baby
laxatives. It is also
mixed with similar
acting ingredients
like procaine or
benzocaine or with
stimulants such as
amphetamines.
The actual cocaine content of
these street compounds usually
ranges from 5 to 35
percent. Sometimes
the compounds do
not have cocaine in
them at all.
Cocaine is
a central nervous
system stimulant,
the most powerful
found in nature.
Sean Corbett/The Mirror
Most often seen in
Givin' up is hard to do: And the consequences are even worse.
the form of cocaine
BY JESSICA HOLMBERG

Mirror file photo

hydrochloride, a white, crystalline powder,
it is extracted from the leaves of the coca
plant, Erythroxylon coca, found in the Andes Mountains in South America.
Cocaine poses a great risk to your
health. It is a potent local anesthetic that
interferes with the action of chemical neurotransmitters that convey impulses to nerve
centers in the brain.
It constricts blood vessels and deadens
feeling in the area of application, resulting
in a numbed nose feeling when sniffed. It
also suppresses the appetite.
At the same time, it is a fast acting
central nervous system stimulant. Sniffing cocaine gives a short-lived high that
is accompanied by feelings of increased
energy, mental alertness and altered sensory
awareness.
It reduces the perceived need for food
and sleep and postpones the symptoms of
fatigue momentarily.
The most common way of using cocaine is by sniffing it into the nose. The
drug takes three minutes to take effect after
snorting.
A riskier technique is to dissolve cocaine in water and to inject it by needle. This
takes effect in approximately 20 seconds.
This technique also puts the user at a higher
risk for infectious diseases such as hepatitis
and HIV/AIDS.
Smoking cocaine is the fastest way
to obtain a high. This method created an
intense high that takes effect in less than 10

SEE "DEADLY" ON P.
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Deadly effects of cocaine use
CONTINUED FROM P.

seconds. Addiction will result in just a few weeks.
Overall, the effects from the high last about 30 minutes or less and feelings of depression may result. After trying cocaine for the first time, the user will never obtain that same
intensity of the first euphoric feeling again.
Physical symptoms include a faster heartbeat and breathing, increased body temperature
and blood pressure, dilated pupils, sweating and pallor. Large doses may lead to bizarre,
erratic or violent behavior.
Restlessness, irritability, anxiety, loss of appetite and sleep, hallucinations of touch,
sight, taste or smell are also common side effects.
Cocaine can produce respiratory arrest, seizures, cardiac arrest and high fever in cocaine
users, which may be fatal. Chronic users can experience a cocaine psychosis, which is a
condition where euphoria is replaced by restlessness, extreme excitability, sleeplessness
and paranoia.
Cocaine leads to strong psychological dependence and addiction. Since regular users
become severely depressed when they stop using cocaine, they need the drug to regain some
form of pleasurable effects and to reduce the depression.
Prolonged cocaine snorting can result in ulceration of the mucous membrane of the
nose and can damage the nasal septum enough to cause a collapse. Cocaine related deaths
are often a result of cardiac arrest or seizures followed by respiratory arrest.
Regular users frequently complain
of hyperactivity and need sedative
drugs, including alcohol and opiates
(like heroin or oxycontin) to relax
them. This pattern of drug abuse can
be fatal.
When cocaine is mixed with alcohol, the dangers are compounded greatly
and cause a major chemical interaction.
The liver combines cocaine and alcohol
to make a new substance, cocaethylene,
which intensifies cocaine's effects and
increases the risk of sudden death (National Institute on Drug Abuse 2003).

• A broad range of accelerated summer courses—in the
arts, business, computer science, education, information
systems, liberal arts, nursing, and the sciences
• Affordable dorms at our New York City downtown or
Pleasanrville campuses ($100-$225/week, if you take
6 credits or more)
• An easier fall semester—get ahead on your degree
Plus: Our English Language Institute also offers an
intensive English language program for nonnative
speakers of English.
Summer Session I: May 31-July 11,2005
Summer Session II: July 13-August 23,2005
Various courses offered independently of Summer Session I
and II. Visit www.pace.edu/summer to view class schedule.
For more information, call 1 (800) 874-7223, ext. A13.
E-mail us at summer2005@pace.edu (include ext. A13
in your e-mail) or detach and send in the following.
Please send me a Pace summer 2005 class schedule.
Name
Home or
College
Address

City,
State,
Zip.
Phone
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Which one of These
Great Tasting Pizzas Do
You Want - Tonight?
Free Cheesy Bread or
Free Cinna Stix or
Free Bread Stix
With the purchase of any Large or X-lg pizza.
At menu prices

E-mail

Plus, You'll Get Free Delivery in Less Than 38 Min

Areas
of
Interest
Mail reply card to: Pace University, Admission Information
Center, One Pace Plaza, New York, NY 10038.
Or fax it to: (212) 346-1821.
Location: □
□
□
□

New York City Downtown Campus
Pleasanrville Campus
New York City Midtown Center
White Plains Graduate Center

□ Undergraduate programs
D Graduate programs
□ I am interested in living on campus.

Lg 1 -topping &
Lg Cheesy Bread

$10.99

2 Lg 2-topping &
10 Kickers

$19.99

Xtra-Lg Cheese with
Cheesy Bread & Kickers...$18.99

255-8823
DOMINO'S PIZZA

A1 6 APRIL 7, 2005

CAMPUS LIFE

MIRROR

Student teaching: "The children are our future"
BY KATIE DOHERTY

"Any ideas for what I should write
about this week?"
"I know. How about you write an article
that portrays what you're doing in a positive light that emphasizes that you like what
you're doing and that you want to continue
with a job in teaching next year?"
Those sarcastic, sage words of advice
from my best friend got me thinking: do all
12 of you who read this article think I hate
student teaching, and all I use this article for
is to complain?
Well, keep it to yourself and keep
reading because I think what I'm about to
write might actually be entertaining and
enlightening. Maybe.
First of all, I know I complain. The fine
folks at The Mirror wouldn't let me keep
writing if I went on about all the sappy stuff.
Like how I feel that teaching carries out the
Jesuit ideals I've learned at Fairfield. Or
how I love the look in a kid's eyes when he
finally gets what's going on.
So I tell stories about how 16-year-olds
think it's funny to draw me a picture of a
"monster" that looks suspiciously like a part
of the male anatomy.
I could also talk about the great handson experience I've been getting by working
every day as opposed to an internship twice
a week. There are glowing comments I could
add about how the faculty, staff and students
I work with are continually supportive and

encouraging. But then again, I did just say
"hands-on," and that's something a 14-yearold would snicker at. And so should you.
My fellow student teachers have been
an amazing support system during the past
semester as well. We stay up late together
planning lessons, getting coffee and making
portfolios of our work.
But instead of writing about how only
another student teacher can
understand the combined
anguish and hope you feel
when you have to send a
kid to the dean for saying a
derogatory phrase or acting
out in class, I write about
playing pool at Happy Hour
and the things we say behind
students' backs.
My roommates and
friends have come to understand that I can barely
force myself to stay up past
midnight anymore, and yes,
I have complained about that
to a degree. But I also have
May 1 to May 22 to not take
finals, not study, and sleep
in every day of the week
(among other things). So
you won't hear a word out
of me then.
I should also be looking
for a job, but senioritis is
so deeply embedded in my

bones that I ache at the thought of opening
the classifieds. Student teachers will probably agree with me that April is the crudest
month, just as T.S. Eliot said. It seems that
not only are we supposed to enjoy the last
weeks of our senior year, but we also need
to find a job or ... what?
Oh, am I complaining again? Here, I
was walking into Borders on Friday night

and saw one of my students. He shook his
head and yelled out "Ms. D! Quit stalking
me!" to which his friend replied, "Hey,
maybe you should stop stalking her."
So thanks, best friend. Now you've
exposed me for the sap I really am. On April
29 (my last day of teaching), I'll be sure to
avoid you at Happy Hour so I can cry into
my beer in peace.

Katie Holahan/The Mirror

Who needs sleep? Yeah, you're never gonna.." This girl's been awake since the second World War!

From the organization that brought
you Dodgoball, The Student Alumni
Association presents:

Van Wilders
Funkadelic Skate for

Tsunami Aid

"Women in Sciences"
Join us for information and discussion
about various careers in the science and
technology areas.

Date:

Tuesday, April 12, 2005

Time:

Location:

When: Thursday,April 14th 8-10:30pm
*Please note the date change*
buses leave Alumni Hall at 7:30 p
Tickets are S5, sold in the BCC the week of April A
Skates will be provided
*Prizes for groo viest costume*
saa@staaweb.fairfield.edu

6:00 PM - 7:30 PM

BCC 200 (the Sullivan Room)

All students and all majors are welcome!
Sponsored by the Biology, Chemistry,
Mathematics, Physics and Psychology Departments and the Career Planning Center
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HE said / SHE said
Chuck Kehoe
Lauren Wilson
Getting them to fall for you hook, line and sink-her
As you can see from my stunning
picture in The Mirror, I'm no Brad
Pitt. Therefore I can't use the direct
approach when picking-up females. For
example, I can't arrogantly walk up to a
girl and convince her that she would be a
fool not to hook up with me because of my
physical appearance. She would dart to the
nearest muscle bound dude to make out with
him and laugh in my face. This has happened more than once. Because my momma
raised me the right way, I can't even use
offensive pick-up lines that blatantly ask
girls to engage in sexual activity without
any regard for their feelings. For people
like me, the way to a girl's heart is through
wit and laughter.
Successful pick-up lines are rare because the majority of pick-up lines are too
corny, suggestive and/or downright offensive. The usual responses tothese lines are
insults, a slap in the face, or a kick in the
junk. Avoid these lines at all costs unless
you are a total goon that enjoys negative
attention or castration. Examples of these
lines are as follows: "Gee, that's a nice set
of legs, what time do they open?" "I've just
moved you to the top of my 'to do' list."
"Is that a mirror in your pocket? Because
I see myself in your pants later tonight." If
a girl falls for any of this sub-par material,

she is either not playing with a full deck of
cards or she is a police officer posing as a
call girl. Either way, something is fishy and
you should run for the hills.
Pick-up lines need to be somewhat
amusing and clever. You have to be willing
to sound like an idiot to get the girl to listen
to you for longer than three seconds. Any
line from Jerry Maguire (i.e. "You complete
me" or "You had me at hello") is good for a
few chuckles. If these lines are executed at
the right time, they can rub a girl the right
way. Other decent lines include: "If you
were a booger, I would pick you first." "See
my friend over there? He wants to know if
you think I'm cute."
The greatest pick-up line is: "How
much does a polar bear weigh? Enough to
break the ice...How ya doing? My name
is Chuck."
As stupid as this line sounds, it is
extremely effective. College girls, high
school girls, exotic dancers, MILFs, cocktail waitresses, young professionals and
B-List celebrities have fallen for this absurd
line. This line induces laughter, which is a
crucial part of picking up a girl. Moreover,
its innocence does not make you out to be a
total creep. Save it for that special someone.
It doesn't guarantee a hookup, but it does
get your foot in the door.

Pick-up lines have their time and place,
although mostly inopportune and inappropriate in content. To my knowledge
there have been three men who have perfected the art of pick-ups. The first would be
Trent Money, telling beautiful babies they're
money since 1996.
The second is Lloyd Christmas, who
was able to pull off "Nice pair of hooters
you got there." The third has to be Joey
Tribiani, who does wonders with a little
"How you do"-ing.
This past Spring Break was full of bad
pick-up lines, namely because we rolled
with a slightly older crowd down in South
Beach. One of my favorite lines came from
a 21 -year-old meathead who came up to my
girlfriends and me one day on the beach
while we were lounging, listening to music
and doing crossword puzzles. This guy
who we later dubbed "Fast Eddie" casually
came up to us uninvited and said, "Who
does crossword puzzles on Spring Break....
ha, get a life! So, anyway, what are you
ladies doing later... ?" Never knew that it
was cool to insult the girls you are trying to
pick up, but whatever, we love crossword
puzzles, feel comfortable with our leisurely
activity past-time and to tell the truth, personally I don't think I could ever be with
someone who hates on 23 down "distinctive

vocabulary," our ve
One of my other favorites came from
a circa 60-year-old man driving by in a
Rolls Royce. In the middle of the street
this guy stopped his car and yelled to me,
"If I could have my way with you, I'd eat
salami off your butt for breakfast" (insert
dry heaving here).
Standard bad one liners include:
• "Hey baby if you'll be my Dairy
Queen I'll be your Burger King... if you
treat me right I'll do it your way."
• "I'm thinking you, me, a little Taco
Bell and then copulation on my couch."
• "Let me try to guess you major... .you
must be math, cause you plus me equals
we... gonna get it on."
• "Are you from Tennessee, because
you're the only 10 I see."
• "Is your father a farmer, because
you've got some nice melons."
• "How much does a polar bear weigh?
Enough to break the ice, hi my name is
Dave."
Moral of the story boys, when attempting to score some points or get our phone,
numbers, exclude any references to lunchmeats, insults or comparing our boobs to
fruit or irregularly shaped circular objects
and there is a possibility we'll be your Dairy
Queen.

MIRROR ONLINE POLL RESULTS

This week's likes and gripes...

Do this year's FUSA candidates have
a pulse of what students want?

Thumbs Up...
Thumbs Down

FUSA is just a puppet of the school administration

40%

Hope usage goes Up

Off-campus StagCard

Down... what a surprise!

I think the candidates know what students want

Voter turnout

LZZZ^HHM
30%
I think the candidates don't have a clue

Mike's Pizza now open at Levee

18%
I couldn't care less

12%
This week's question:

Have you ever used your StagBucks
at a store off-campus?
/VOTE ONLINE NOW!
www.fairfieldmirror.com

Rob&lggy's

Serve it Up!

With Mike's open, shut it Down

Working during school

Income, stress level Up

Mirror softball team

You're all going Down

Sleep deprivation

Lie Down soon...

Cingular cell phone outage

Downtimes suck

36-page Mirror

We must've lost our minds...

Don't getT Up/T Down?
Read left

FQLLOWTHE ARROW.
>

to right
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Friends with benefits always leave someone wanting more
A friend of 10 years began pursuing
me six to eight months ago for a
"friends with benefits" relationship. I kept him at bay until he finally
wore me down and I slept with him. It
was great. But now, he treats me like he
doesn't know me. WHY? Was it about
the chase?
Our last conversation was normal
with a "See ya tomorrow" that came without so much a "Hey." Help. I'm so hurt
- mostly about the loss of our friendship.
Why pursue someone so persistently only
to "score" a few times and walk away?
—Friends, benefits, and now nothing
You might be on to something about the
pursuit part of things. If Wile E. Coyote was
allowed to finally catch the Road Runner,
wouldn't that kill it off?
And so many TV shows have gone
downhill after the chase was over and the
relationship began.
It's quite possible that after achieving
what he wanted, your male friend got bored
and changed gears.
It's also possible that it's not that at
all, but instead is a realization now that the
deed is done that it might not have been
what he wanted.
Your excitement shines through the
letter: "He finally wore me down." That's
really sexy. And so I raise a third possibility:
he sees your inability to get into it, mainly

I
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because you're going through the motions
to shut him up, and he backs off, seeing your
disinterest and is taking it personally.
Now, it's impossible to know which of
the three it is, so if you're wondering what
happened here, maybe it's time to have a
chat with him.
He's backed off, you don't want more
than a friendship; why not talk to him, allay his fears about what you may want (in
case he didn't realize that your yawns were
of boredom), convey that you just want
the friendship back and see what happens?
Communication is the easiest way to deal
with a situation like this.

j- + :;+.

I have a friend that I like a lot. We
were friends with benefits at one time but
now he's dating someone new. He says
I'm his best friend and divides his time
with her and me.
We don't sleep together anymore and
I'm certain he'll tire of her eventually. Do
friendships like ours ever turn into love
relationships? I've been a good friend and
a great lover.
He also said in the past when he
started up with another girl (didn't last
but three months) that I wasn't his type.

SCRAMBLED
EGGS
WORD GAME

I'm pretty, successful, but why do guys a relationship at least an extra chance at
say that too? So many of my other friends working?
But finally, when an attempt has been
say I have a lot to offer a guy.
made, that attempt needs to keep going and
--Can a friendship evolve?
Soooo many points to cover in a short evolve.
The two of you hooked up, and he opted
amount of space. The questions you didn't
ask are as important as the questions you to date other people instead, stating you're
not his type.
did.
Therefore, the chances of frievo here
First: yes, friendships can evolve.
However, friendship evolution (let's call are minimal, as you've already gotten
it frievo because it's fun to type) requires physical, the friendship is there, and he's
just not biting.
a few things.
, One last thing: it doesn't matter how
For one, there's the mutual attraction.
Not all friendships have this; a quick read of smart, pretty, successful, or even tall you
a good chunk of my columns will prove that are - each guy has his own interests and
the interest in one many times will outweigh ' likings, and even though he may be looking for all of those things, there might be
the interest of the other.
There also has to be a mutual interest in something else he's^'also pursuing, and
taking that further. Again, this isn't always you're not it.
the case, as sometimes friends aren't willing
Relationships are like a game of Memto take the risk on frievo because of their ory - just because the overall picture is cool,
fears of post-breakup loss of friendship.
sometimes you have to flip the cards back
That's really stupid in my mind; if over because you're not a match.
you're friends, you've already learned
certain things about the person, and likely
Have an aching question for
some of it isn't the most sexy.
Josh? Send your questions to
A Word of Advice via E-mail at
If you can get around their Spongebob
addiction as a friend, doesn't that give
/ advice@snet.net.
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Use the six letters to form words.
Only common words are used.
Plurals are not accepted.

23

3LE

34

13

■

1
36

if

40

ODD
4 LETTER WORDS

43

i

4fc>

1

ft

57

58

5§

80

t

62

B4

53

65

(C) 2002 Collegiate Presswire Features Syndicate
http://www.cpwire.com

5 LETTER WORDS

6 LETTER
WORD

Go online to check the answers:
www.fairfieldmirror.com

38. Demolished
Across
39. Pretty or dainty
1. A fastening
40. Grande or de Janeiro
6. Top
41. Propel with pole
9. Wolf cries
42. Injured by bull
14. Artery
15. University of Rhode Island 43. Road w manybranches
45. Face lotions
16. Bring water to this
46. Not spicy
17. After larvas
47. In capacity of
18. Numbers (Abbrv.)
48.
Called Quest
19. Boldness
51. Make in rough form
20. Zodiac symbols
57. Silvanus
22. No longer in style
58. Less than 2
23. Consumed
59. Creepy
24. To
his own
60. Inclined upward
26. Everyday activities
30. Birthday or Anniversary 61. Solid water
62. Awoke
34. Excessive
63. Paper packs
35. More mute
64. More than nine
36. No (Scottish)
37. Warm snow
65. Prescribed in specific
amount

See

/

Down

28. Stupid
29.14* Hebrew letter
1.
lock
30. Common black European thrush
2. One who's awkward 31. Accustom to something
3. Advanced Research undesirable
Projects Agency
32. Western film
4. Orion
33. Women have
5. Excerpt in literature 35. One who is inept
6. Sudden thrust
38. Displease
7. Type of worker
39. Swindle
8. Examined
41. Religious authority
9. Type of racing
42. Energetic assertiveness
10. Voodoo related
44. To perfume
11. Worry
45.
boat
12. Reside
47. King's counterpart
13. Vehicle on runners 48. Nicholas II of Russia
21. It is (Contraction) 49. Ceremonial act
25. Did well on a test
50. Illinois Institute of Art
26. Asian cereal grain 52. Not twice
27. Broadcast
53. Male savior
54. Son of Aphrodite
how well you did! Get the answers online at
55. Method of doing
56. Want
www.fairfieldmirror.com
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What issue do you think FUSA
should focus on next year?

QUESTION OF THE WEEK
MARY BOEHMER

Donate allfines to
charitable causes instead
of giving it to Public

Promote the Levee more.
—Julie Warzo '05

More activities like
free bowling and poker
tourneys.

Safety.

—Ann Cavallaro '06

—Brian Casey '05

ilk

*)*>

5?

More variety
food-wise in
Barone!

Promoting our basketballgames! ni
—Terrance Todd '06

I agree with Terrance
Todd, our point guard.
Promote the basketball
games!

—Jennifer DeSimone
& Kristin Hickey '08
99-

99-

The transportation to
andfrom the beach for
underclassmen!

—Dan Turco '08
91-

Have better fall and
spring concerts!

More comfortable seats
on the Dattco bus!

—Kelly Connallon '07

—Melissa Loukrezis '06

-Brian Sweeney '08
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59-
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Celebrating our three-year anniversary
Book now with Angela, Ela or Jill and get:

• 30% off color and highlights
• Women's cuts - $40
• $10 Men's cuts on Tuesdays

1 vJlJLJLJLo

«l UNIVERSITY

for March and April

Student Special
10% off products
with your Stag Card

LSAT

GMAT

GRE

MCAT

DAT

Classes are starting soon!
GRE class starting Monday,-April 11 at 6:30 PM
LSAT class starting Saturday, April 23 at 10:00 AM
Location: Fairfield University

Enroll today!

KAPLAN

1-800-KAP-TEST
kaptest.com

Test Prep and Admissions
•Test names are registered trademarks of their respective owners.

SUMMER SESS

Take Kaplan. Score higher.
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Make the most of
your summer!
Earn college credit. Sharpen your skills. Broaden
your knowledge. Choose from a wide range of
summer courses.
• Campuses in Queens, Staten Island and
Manhattan
• Flexible schedules
• Acclaimed professors
• Small classes
• Wide range of undergraduate and graduate
courses
Pre-Session
May 16-25
Session 1
May 26 - June 30
Session II
July 6 - August 9
Post Session
August 11 - 24
Weekend Session.... May 20 - August 20
For more information and course listings, visit
us at www.stjohns.edu/summer or call our
Summer Session Office at (718) 990-1601.
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You know you're from Fairfield when...

by Chris Noble

You know you're from Fairfield when you're the ONLY ONE in your family who has a positive
association with the word "SPAM."

HOLLYWOOD TANS

Laundry/and
Each year students spend about 100 hours doing laundry.
Why waste time doing your laundry? Are you tired of the hassle?
Laundryland's Wash-Dry-Fold Service will do your laundry for you.
We will come to you with our FREE pick-up and delivery service.
Call Laundryland today at (203) 257-3859.

• per month
*see salon for details

NO YEARLY CONTRACT
NO ENROLLMENT FEE
Hours:
Monday through Thursday
7:00pm- 11:45pm
Friday & Saturday
7:00pm-12:45am
Sunday
7:00pm-11:45pm

Sodexho

Campus Services

HOLLYWOOD

A N S

TAN NIN GMEMBERSHIP
FAIRFIELD

NORWALK

STRATFORD

2175 Black Rock Tpk.

440 Westport Ave.

1345 Barnum Ave.

(Next to Starbucks)

(0.7 Miles East of Stews)

(Across from KFC)

203-336-TANS

203-847-7755

203-385-8555

SPORTS
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THIS WEEK IN SPORTS
BASKETBALL

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK
MICHAEL KRUGER

This week, outgoing senior Deng Gai will play
in the Portsmouth Invitational, a pre-NBAdraft
camp that features 64 of the nation's top seniors.
Gai will play alongside players from Washington, Oklahoma State and Cincinnati.

SPORT: Lacrosse
YEAR: 2007
HOMETOWN: Ellicott City, MD

WOMEN'S LACROSSE

The Stags lost their MAAC opener to Marist
on Saturday, 12-8. Sarah Masterson '07 and
Lara Hannigan '08 led the team with two goals
each. With the loss the Stags fell to 2-6 overall
at week's end.

Kruger was named GWLL Player of the Week for his
performance against No. 10 Hobart. The sophomore
goalie tallied nine saves in the Stags 11-8 upset win.
Do you know someone who should be named Athlete of the Week?
E-mail in your suggestions to themirror@stagweb.fairfield.edu

WEEKEND CALENDAR

WOMEN'S GOLF

The women competed in the Third Annual
Hoya Invitational on Saturday, finishing eight
out of 14 schools. Allie Schick '05 led the
Stags with an eighth place finish, shooting an
82 (+10), finishing just six strokes behind the
tournament champion.

Friday

Saturday

Sunday

Women's Tennis at
Rider, 2 p.m.

Women's Lacrosse at
LeMoyne, 12 p.m.

Baseball vs LeMoyne,
noon

Men's Tennis at
Rider, 3 p.m.

Men's Lacrosse vs.
MaVist, 1 p.m.

Softball vs St. Peter's,
noon, 2 p.m.

GREAT MINDS
THINK
DIFFERENTLY.
Special Financing and $400 Rebate Available for College Grads.**

Jk

f^ Starting at
i

XtS$u,:,245

Starting at

XA$13, 0A5I f%, Startiing at

tC$i<6.515
Ask your Scion dealer about the College Graduate Program $400 Rebate.**
Standard features for all include:
Pioneer CD Stereo / MP3 capable and satellite radio ready / Anti-lock brakes / A/C / Power windows,
door locks, and outside mirrors / 5-year, 60,000-mile Powertrain warranty*

To find your nearest Scion dealer, visit scion.com
orcaU1-866-70-SCION.

BASEBALL Peter Allen ♦ Doug Anderson ♦ Thomas Arpino ♦ Tyler Birrittella ♦ Daniel Breen ♦ Adam Chilelli ♦ Michael Colucci
♦ Albert Desimone ♦ Timothy Dugan ♦ Philip Espinosa ♦ Stephen Flynn ♦ Mark Geanuleas ♦ James Girolamo ♦ John Glancy
♦ Richard Gruber ♦ Patrick Hoban ♦ Ryan Hoffman ♦ Edward Kamintzky ♦ Sean Keegan ♦ Matthew Kessler ♦ Matthew Lepley
♦ Robert McDonnell ♦ Patrick Murphy ♦ Dewey Raymond ♦ Brian Rudolph ♦ Steven Rybak ♦ John Scaife ♦ Brian Schappert
♦ Sean Sorise ♦ David Soucy ♦ Steven Tyburski ♦ Robert Williams MEN'S BASKETBALL Michael Bel ♦ Charles Bentley ♦
Timothy Birge ♦ Bryan Cambria ♦ Louis Carter ♦ Michael DeStefano ♦ Mamadou Diakhate ♦ Zach Drescher ♦ Bradley Feleccia
♦ Deng Gai ♦ Tyquawn Goode ♦ Christopher Greco ♦ John Lucchesi ♦ Dewitt Maxwell ♦ Geoff Middleton ♦ Daniel Oglesby ♦
Marty O'Sullivan ♦ Kudjo Sogadzi ♦ Terrance Todd ♦ Michael Van Schaick WOMEN'S BASKETBALL Stephanie Cziria ♦ Cathy
Dash ♦ Claire Faurote ♦ Katherine Hammerer ♦ Candice Lindsay ♦ Janelle McManus ♦ Cara Murphy ♦ Ivana Podrug ♦ Yvette
Rutherford ♦ Stephanie Ryan ♦ Meka Werts ♦ Sabra Wrice ♦ Elise Young MEN'S CROSS COUNTRY John Fields ♦ Duncan
Gerity ♦ Matthew Ginn ♦ Devin Hagan ♦ AJ Kastinotis ♦ John LaCagnina ♦ Andrew Lawrence ♦ Bryan Mahoney ♦ Justin Rindos
♦ Dan Ryan ♦ Craig Sabatini ♦ John Worrall WOMEN'S CROSS COUNTRY Liz Casey ♦ Cathleen Cavanaugh ♦ Kelli Conners
♦ Shannon Kenefick ♦ Courtney Kincaid ♦ Megan Krueger ♦ Tara Jackson ♦ Kara O'Connell ♦ Mary Ellen Pribish ♦ Stephanie
Stote ♦ Lauren Wilson FIELD HOCKEY Katherine Braden ♦ Lauren Callahan ♦ Andrea Caputa ♦ ♦ Samantha Heule ♦ Chelsea
Hicks ♦ Briana Keene ♦ Lauren Keith ♦Allison Mays ♦ Nicole Mazzocchi ♦ Courtney O'Connor ♦ Becca Odenwaelder ♦ Lauren
Pizzi ♦ Caitlin Quinn ♦ Kelly Rath ♦ Elizabeth Thomas MEN'S GOLF Christopher Andrews ♦ Nathan Edwards ♦ Matthew
Ferrigno ♦ Ryan Furman ♦ Adam Pecora ♦ Robert Petrucelli ♦ Rudy Pino ♦ Daniel Quatrocolli ♦ Robert Tarallo ♦ Jonathan
Vannelli WOMEN'S GOLF Catherine Alessi ♦ Amy Bordonaro ♦ Jessica Doyle ♦ Meghan Gruttadaro ♦ Jill Macari ♦ Liz McCabe
♦ Julie McLaughlin ♦ Lindsey Ryan ♦ Maya Sarin ♦ Allison Schick MEN'S LACROSSE Chris Atwell ♦ Peter Babbles ♦ Matt
Booklet ♦ Michael Booklet ♦ Dan Boudreau ♦ Ryan Brassel ♦ Matt Castele ♦ Jeff Cilente ♦ Willy Dickey ♦ Greg Downing ♦
Robert Edmundowicz ♦ Michael Embersit ♦ Sean Fay ♦ Brendan Finnerty ♦ William Flanagan ♦ Sean Flynn ♦ Timothy Gazzini
♦ Sam Geller ♦ Brian Gorman ♦ Michael Graziano ♦ Rick Herlihy ♦ Kyle Herman ♦ Jeff Hussey ♦ Charles Keinath ♦ Trevor
Kelly ♦ Nate Kirnie ♦ Michael Kruger ♦ Brian Lange ♦ Nick Lattimore ♦ Christopher Manley ♦ Casey Martin ♦ Luke Martin ♦
Tommy McShane ♦ Travis Nelson ♦ Jacob Olson ♦ Matt Scanlon ♦ Brian Stanton ♦ John Stebbins ♦ Josh Thornton ♦ Thomas

April 6, 2005
Fairfield University wishes to
acknowledge National Student-Athlete Dag
and to celebrate our student-athletes who
have achieved excellence in academics
and athletics while making significant
contributions to their community.

SruDENfAtlblete

Werney *J Jarrad Wilson WOMEN'S LACROSSE Kara Ackerman ♦ Ashley Chappell ♦ Dana Frey ♦ Kristin Genovese ♦ Lara
Hannigan * Caitlin Keane ♦ Bethany Loffredo ♦ Kate MacLehman ♦ Caroline Madrak ♦ Brittany Mangan ♦ Sarah Masterson ♦
Amy Neville ♦ Julia Poli ♦ Jillian Ryan ♦ Colleen Sands ♦ Mary Vallely ♦ Katie Voight ♦ Katie von Hoffman ♦ Gina Wolynski
ROWING Christine Anglace ♦ Jessica Brown ♦ Brittany Child ♦ Marielle Conlon ♦ Caroline Curry ♦ Erin Daly ♦ Emily Green ♦
Danielle Hanna ♦ Katy Healy ♦ Maura Heenan ♦ Bethany Hemingway ♦ Mariel Kauffman ♦ Jenny Kazee ♦ Rebecca Lockhart
♦ Kristen Mancini ♦ Claire Meehan ♦ Cecelia Oliverio ♦ Thais Pagan ♦ Jessica Raymond ♦ Kelly Reynolds ♦ Nancy Sidnam
♦ Maureen Sullivan ♦ Brittany Teahan ♦ Chase Walsh ♦ Kylin Wentz ♦ Jennifer White MEN'S SOCCER Daniel Ambrosio ♦
Zachary Andrews ♦ Bill Androutsos ♦ Daniel Atwell ♦ Sam Bailey ♦ Mike Calabrese ♦ Brian Cochenour ♦ Alex Cunliffe ♦ Jared
Curry ♦ Steve Desmond ♦ Armand Dirkanian ♦ Joseph DosSantos ♦ Jon Paul Franchini ♦ Andrew Frankel ♦ Robbie Gallina ♦
Julio Garcia ♦ Jimmy Gaughan ♦ James Hunt ♦ Pat Kelly ♦ Sean McDermott ♦ Edwin Meyer ♦ John Meyer ♦ Robert Miller ♦
Michael Scott ♦ Tom Skara ♦ David Thomas ♦ Mike Troy ♦ Andy Uria ♦ Mike Vanasse ♦ Taylor Warwick WOMEN'S SOCCER
Janna Breitenwishcher ♦ Jennifer Chapla ♦ Mary Therese Church ♦ Julie Cronin ♦ Elise Dardini ♦ Danielle Demiansiuk ♦ Katie,
Ely ♦ Shannon Helm ♦ Meghan King ♦ Brett Maron ♦ Megan Mones ♦ Laura Mrowka ♦ Betsy Nyman ♦ Jen Schmitt ♦ Jess
Stamos ♦ Jacqueline Thomson ♦ Amanda Vargo ♦ Elizabeth Vento ♦ Nicole Zoller SOFTBALL Lindsey Bakum ♦ Kristen
D'Alessandro ♦ Kate Falasca ♦ Erin Frank ♦ Tara Hansen ♦ Molly Harris ♦ Julia Jacoby ♦ Shannon Logan ♦ Breanne
Morschauser ♦ Cagney Ringnalda ♦ Katherine Roberts ♦ Tracy Sylvestre ♦ Riannon Thomas ♦ Natalie Visone ♦ Lindsay Walsh
MEN'S SWIMMING & DIVING Jonathan Barrett ♦ Raul Delgadillo ♦ Robert Devine ♦ Diego Ibarra ♦ Sean Killelea ♦ Charles
Laub ♦ Brian Lloyd ♦ Matthew McAndrew ♦ Sean McGonigle ♦ Mark Paciotti ♦ Robert Penwall-Warburton ♦ Thomas Scanlon
♦ Thomas Scappaticci ♦ Robert Willhoit WOMEN'S SWIMMING & DIVING Lindsay Aiello ♦ Jaime Bivona ♦ Laura Brown ♦
Lauren Capozzi ♦ Erin Carrather ♦ Kara DeBlois ♦ Sarah Dent ♦ Brittany Hunter ♦ Elizabeth Lawlor ♦ Jennifer Masi ♦ Christine
Mayr ♦ Bridget McKeon ♦ Christine Pfeifer ♦ Kathryn Roche ♦ Jennifer Shallcross ♦ Jennifer Silvia ♦ Kelly Steele ♦ Colleen
Stranzl ♦ Rachel Waldstein ♦ Katharine Yee MEN'S TENNIS George Casalicchio ♦ Michael Cuozzo ♦ Jonathan Fernando ♦
Glen Gannon ♦ Paul Goldbeck ♦ Stephen Kouri ♦ Zachary Morrison ♦ Kevin Nyarady ♦ Balazs Szikla WOMEN'S TENNIS Alexi
Accomando ♦ Christina Chacharone ♦ Michelle Geller ♦ Tiffany Marsocci ♦ Lindsay Pease ♦ Courtney Price ♦ Alix Reynolds ♦
Megan Stauffer ♦ Diana Webb ♦ Cristin Zaccareo VOLLEYBALL Natalie Barba ♦ Lauren Campbell ♦ Ashley Hanohano ♦
Alexandra Henson ♦ Kiani Kauwe ♦ Lauren Laramore ♦ Lindsay Lee ♦ Casey Machon ♦ Kelly Oliver ♦ Jazmin Pa'akaula

SPORTS
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Baseball has ups and downs SAAC gets set for can drive
BY MAURA HEENAN

Katie McCarthy/The Mirror

Turning two: Doug Anderson '06 turns a double-play last week.
CONTINUED FROM P.
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seven innings.
Jim Girolamo '06, Doug Anderson '06
and Adam Chilelli '08 were the only Stags
with hits against the Hawks.
So what happened?
"Baseball's a funny game," Scaife
said. "We just had a double-header Sunday
and a game Saturday that seemed like a
double-header. Maybe the team was a little
worn down."
Despite the absence of scoring, Anderson, a three-year starter, said he is feeling
more and more comfortable at the plate. He
made the best attempt to spark the Stags

offense Tuesday, adding two walks to his
line-drive single.
"This is the best hitting team I've been
on here. [Against Hartford] there were a
couple of hard hit balls right at people.
[Rudolph] is hitting the ball hard almost
every single time," he said.
The Stags hosted Albany Wednesday
before heading to Syracuse, N.Y. for a
three-game series with perennial league
powerhouse LeMoyne. As usual, the Stags
will send Dugan and Kamintzky to the
mound, looking to steal a game or two on
the road.
"We're going in there looking to win,"
Scaife said.

There are more than 400 students on
campus who want your empties.
Fairfield University's Student-Athletic
Advisory Committee (SAAC) is sponsoring a can drive and is asking for donations
from students, faculty and townspeople.
The drive, dubbed "Empties for Africa"
will benefit the children at the Baphumelele
Children's Home.
The Baphumelele Children's Home is
an orphanage in Cape Town, South Africa,
that houses more than 65 children ranging
in age from newborns to 16 year-olds. The
home is fully funded by private donations.
"Food is constantly an issue there. Daily items like disposable diapers are a huge
need that we can really help out with," said
Jill Macari '05, the SAAC contact person
for this fundraiser. Macari volunteered at the
Baphumelele Home in the spring 2004 after
fundraising for them in high school.
"My mom got me interested in Baphumelele. She's a teacher and she got me in
there," Macari said. "While I was there I
worked for five months doing various ad
hoc activities, changing diapers, etc."
Macari and SAAC have a bigger aspiration for this year then just diapers.
"One of the main goals is to get Rosie,
the woman who runs it, a mode of transportation so she can get the kids to hospitals.
A lot of the kids are HIV-plus and need

medical treatment," she said.
SAAC is a group that is made up of two
members from every varsity sports team on
campus, or three members if one is an AHANA student-athlete. The committee meets
once a month. The SAAC constitution lists
the purpose to be "to increase recognition
of sports in the student body, administration, alumni and community, foster among
all student-athletes and address the overall
wants and needs of student-athletes."
Kylin Wentz, a sophomore crew athlete
believes SAAC is making great strides.
"All the posters and publicity that are
going with this drive will be a great way for
students to really see that the athletes here
give back to school and care about more
than just races and games," she said.
The "Empties for Africa" may also help
make the committee more conspicuous.
"I haven't ever heard of them but I
think this fundraiser is a really nice idea.
I'll definitely save my cans and will be
happy to help the sports kids out," said Gene
Travers '07.
SAAC members from specific teams
have been assigned particular residence
halls and townhouse -blocks that they will
collect from on Friday, April 8; Sunday,
April 10; Friday, April 15; and Sunday,
April 17.
Collections at administrative buildings
will be on Monday, April 11 and Monday,
April 18.

Lax: "taking care of business"
CONTINUED FROM P.
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Freshman Matt Castele and Josh
Thornton '06 led the Stags, each with a pair
of goals.
"A lot of our young guys have stepped
it up especially in Hobart," said Bocklet.
"All of them played really well."
Fairfield has had a stellar season, beginning with wins against Holy Cross and
St. John's. The Stags had a minor setback,
losing two close games on their spring break
trip to Florida against cross-town rival Sacred Heart and Yale.
But even after superstar midfielder
and team captain Tom Werney '05 went
down with an ACL injury that could end
his season, and furthermore, his career, the
team began to take it to opponents like they
never have in the program's history,
With Werney leading the pre-game
team huddles and inspiring his teammates
from the bench, they came out of spring
break with an upset victory over then No.
20 Harvard at Alumni Field.
This was the first of many games in
which the presumably overmatched Stags
rose to the occasion, much to the delight
of Spencer. The coach said at the time that
team unity, among other things, lifted the
team to victory.
Next up was Great Western Lacrosse
League foe Air Force, whom the Stags edged
out 10-9 in the league opener, and setting
up a rematch with nationally renowned Penn
State, whom the Stags beat for the first time
last season.

The Stags, in dramatic fashion, went
into University Park, Penn. and beat the
Lions 11-10 in overtime on a Thornton
game-winner.
The win sparked more momentum and
lifted the team a step closer to the point it
is at today.
Fast forward to Tuesday, when after
upsetting Hobart, the Stags received a National Ranking of No. 20 by the Geico/STX
Coaches Poll.
The awards continued to roll in this
week for the team.
Kruger, who turned away nine Hobart
shots on Saturday, was named the GWLL
Player of the Week and Spencer received
CSTV's (College Sports Television) Coach
of the Week.
"We feel good right now. We think we
can play with any team and make the NCAA
tournament," Kruger said.
Even more impressive is the Stags success as a very young team. Nearly half of
the 47 man roster is freshmen.
"Even though we are a young team, we
fight hard," said freshman goalkeeper Jeff
Cilente. "The team sticks together."
Kruger said he is not the least bit bothered by the team's youth.
"I think we're still pretty damn good,"
he said.
Last season, the team finished off with a
five-game losing streak, finishing the overall
season at 5-9.
"We're just looking to win the rest of
our games and the conference and move on
from there to the championships and take
care of business," said Bocklet.

Editor: Bryan Mahoney
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LAX FLYIN' HIGH
Stags win fourth
straight; ranked
20th in nation
BY DAN AKESON

Mirror file photo

If ever a Fairfield team has blown
past its expectations, it's this year's men's
lacrosse team.
Coach Ted Spencer's up-start Stags
pulled off another stunning upset Saturday,
winning at 10th ranked Hobart, 11-8, and
bursting into the nation's top 20.
The Stags' 6-2 start is the best in their
13-year history.
"They were the best team we've ever
faced," goalie Michael Kruger '07 said of
Hobart. "Coach said it was the biggest win
in the program's history."
After Hobart took a 2-0 lead after goals
by Chris Scanlon and Nate Hill, the Stags
scored three unanswered goals to finish the
first period. The scoring rush began when
Matt Castele '08 scored two, each with the
man-advantage. Kyle Herman '06 finished
the first period with an even-strength goal
to put the Stags ahead 3-2.
Fairfield continued their scoring rush
when Mike Bocklet '07 scored to put the
Stags up two goals in the second period.
Hobart tied the game midway through
the second on goals by Mike Conklin and
Daryl Veltman, but the tie didn't last long.
A minute later the Stags scored the first of
three consecutive goals, and would build
up what would prove to be an insurmountable 9-5 lead.
Hobart attempted a comeback, scoring
once in the third and twice in the fourth,
but each goal was answered with another
Fairfield score.

Fast start: The men's lacrosse team is off to its best start in program history after defeating No. 10 Hob-art to improve its records to 6-2.
SEE "LAX" ON P.
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Baseball sweeps St. Pete's, but falls hard to Hartford
BY BEN DOODY

Saturday's game at Alumni Diamond
could have easily passed for a football game.
And on a cold, rainy afternoon the Fairfield
baseball team piled up enough runs to equal
more than four touchdowns.
In a much needed break from what has
been an anemic offense for a good portion
of the season, the Stags routed overmatched
St. Peter's (0-17,0-5 MAAC) 29-10, setting
a three-game weekend sweep in motion.

Behind solid pitching performances by
Tim Dugan '05 and Ed Kamintzky '07, they
won 12-1 and 5-0 respectively in Sunday's
double-header, bringing their conference
record to an even 3-3.
Kamintzky, a tough luck loser in each
of his first three decisions, retired 22 of St.
Peter's 23 hitters at one point, including 12
in a row, en route to his long-overdue first
win of the season.
"He goes out there and makes guys
look silly," said first baseman John Scaife

'06. "Our weekend starters are some of the
best in the league."
Meanwhile, the Stags' offense was
starting to come together. Rightfielder
Brian Rudolph '08 continued to tear the
cover off the ball. He went 10 for 16 last
week, a .625 clip, including four doubles,
and was named the MAAC Rookie of the
Week.
"He's a quality kid," Scaife said. "He
goes out there every day and works hard."
Catcher Tom Arpino '06 pulled his

weight as well. After going five for six in
Saturday's slugfest, he had three more hits
in the first game on the twin bill Saturday
and a two-run single in the night cap.
So things were looking up as the Stags
headed up 1-91 Tuesday afternoon to Hartford, who came in having not won a game
in seven attempts. But the Stags bats were
again silenced, this time by Hartford's Jason Krajeski, who gave up just two hits in
SEE "BASEBALL" ON P.
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Want to borrow my Visine? Anakin Skywalker, played by Hayden Christensen, transforms into Darth Vader in the summer spectacle "Star Wars: Episode
BY STEVEN

M.

ANDREWS

What a difference 30 years
makes.
Back in 1975, writer and director
George Lucas was struggling to find
someone to produce his space epic
"Star Wars," going from studio to
studio to find anyone willing to give
it a chance.
Now, with "Star Wars" and the four
sequels it spawned firmly entrenched in
American culture and movie history,
with all of them landing a spot on the
top 30 worldwide grosses of all-time,
Lucas is putting the finishing touches
on the final film in the series.
"Star Wars: Episode III - Revenge of the Sith" opens on May 19,
and Lucas does not seem to be much
concerned about the massive fan base
which has made him a billionaire. He
recently told a group of theater owners
"That's not my job, to make people like
my movies. They either like them or
they don't. That's completely out of my
hands." Spoken like a true artist.
Lucas is undoubtedly trying to
deflect the massive waves of criticism
that have come after the release of the
two previous prequels, "The Phantom
Menace" and "Attack of the Clones."
He has promised that the latest film
will be like "Titanic" in space, a tearjerker that focuses on the downfall
of main character Anakin Skywalker
(Hayden Christensen).
Skywalker is, of course, best
known as Darth Vader, the feature
villain in the original trilogy. In
"The Phantom Menace" Skywalker
was an innocent young boy who got
swept up in a whirlwind of events
that landed him with Jedi Knight ObiWan Kenobi (Ewan McGregor) and
future-wife Padme Amidala (Natalie
Portman). During "Attack of the
Clones," Skywalker was a teenager
stuck between the forces of the light
side of the Force, embodied by Kenobi

and fan-favorite Yoda, and the dark
side, represented by Darth Sidious.
The new movie will finally reveal
how Skywalker turns completely to
the dark side, and also show the birth
of the famous Skywalker twins, Luke
and Leia, the heroes of the original
trilogy.
Despite the promise of a heart
wrenching love story, fans of special
effects and explosions should not be
put off. The "Star Wars" movies are
known for their intense battle scenes
and cutting-edge special effects, and
"Revenge" will be no different. The
movie picks up at the end of the Clone
Wars, the intergalactic struggle that
began in the previous film.
Each movie is known for showcasing exotic locales that could only
exist on sound studios and computer
hard drives. While "Phantom Menace" gave us the aquatic swamp-world
of Naboo and "Clones" sent us to
the rocky crags of Geonosis, "Sith"
will feature the lava-ruined world
of Mustafar - where Obi-Wan and
Anakin have their much-anticipated
lightsaber duel.
The main adversary is the robotic
soldier General Grievous, who leads
the Separatist Army along with Count
Dooku (Christopher Lee), the Jedi we
last saw in "Clones," doing a pretty
decent job fighting with a lightsaber
for a senior citizen. While Obi-Wan
is hunting them down, Anakin is following around Chancellor Palpatine
(Ian McDiarmid), who subsequently
crowns himself Emperor and invites
the wrath of the Jedi, finally pitting
Obi-Wan against his former pupil.
Lucas has basically had five movies to set up this film, so expectations
are high. While the latest entries in the
series have had their missteps, a movie
with a darker tone that is full of action
may not become a cultural milestone,
but will at the very least provide a
decent distraction this summer.

- Revenge of the Sith."
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Coming to DVD
This Week:
The West Wing
The Complete Fourth Season
The last season to feature creator Aaron Sorkin as an executive producer, these 22 episodes
yielded some extremely interesting storylines, including Bartlet's
re-election campaign and the
departing of Rob Lowe's
character. Joshua Malina and
Lily Tomlin were added to the
cast this season.

Sideways
This surprise hit stars Paul
Giamatti as a wine connoisseur
traveling around California with his
friend as a sort of extended bachelor party. The movie, from the
director of "About Schmidt" and
"Election," garnered great critical acclaim, nabbing five Oscar
nominations.

£ Fiiirfichl ^
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Heading to Theaters

Synopses compiled from movie companies'
provided descriptions

This week:
Sahara
Master explorer Dirk Pitt (Matthew McConaughey) takes on
the adventure of his life when
he embarks on a treasure hunt
through West Africa. Pitt and his
wisecracking sidekick (Steve
Zahn) use their wits and clever
heroics to help Doctor Eva Rojas (Penelope Cruz) when they
realize the ship may be linked to
mysterious deaths in the very same area.

Fever Pitch
A contemporary romantic comedy about a high school teacher
who meets and falls in love with
a successful businesswoman.
Although their lives are vastly
different, the relationship seems
perfect until the baseball season
begins and she has to compete
with his first true love: the Boston Red Sox.

April 15:
The Amityville Horror
On November 13, 1973, police
received a frantic phone call that
led them to a nightmarish crime
scene in Amityville, Long Island
- an entire family had been murdered in their beds while they
slept. 30 years after the shocking real-life events that inspired
one of the most popular horror
stories of all time, revisit the
house that started it all: "The Amityville Horror."

PREVIEW

April 12:
Ocean's Twelve
This sequel returns Brad Pitt,
George Clooney, Julia Roberts,
Matt Damon and the rest of the
crew for another entertaining
crime caper that takes its outlandish plot all across Europe,
from Amsterdam to Rome to
Paris.

Viva La Bam - The Complete Second
and Third seasons
If there were a DVD equivalent
for slowing down to check out the
damage of an automobile accident, this would be it. Regardless,
this set features three discs full
of Bam Margera's antics as he
continues to torture his family and
otherwise endanger his life for our entertainment.

April 19:
Meet the Fockers
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That '70s Show - Season Two
This four-disc set from the show
that made Ashton Kutcher a star
features all of the episodes from
the second season, when the show
began to hit its stride. Though
there aren't any worthwhile extras,
there are enough episodes to
keep any fan of the show amused
through repeated viewings. Actually remembering the 70s is not a prerequisite for
enjoying this set.

April 26:
Blade: Trinity
Wesley Snipes returns for more
vampire-hunting action in "Blade:
Trinity," the third film in the popular franchise. Though the series
has begun to wear a little thin, it
receives a shot in the arm from
Jessica Biel, who helps Snipes
throughout the film as a fellow vampire killer. ,

This follow-up film to "Meet the Parents" succeeds
because it returns the same great
cast from the first. Ben Stiller and
Robert De Niro are back as in-laws
and Dustin Hoffman and Barba
Streisand star as Stiller's parents,
adding even more chemistry to the
already cohesive group.

Survivor: The Australian Outback

April 22:

April 29:

King's Ransom
Anthony Anderson stars as
Malcolm King, a wealthy and
arrogant businessman whose
ex-wife to be has plans to take
him for everything he's worth in
their divorce settlement. Determined to avoid losing his fortune
to her, Malcolm plans his own
kidnapping with the help of his
dim-witted mistress and her
ex-con brother. Unfortunately for Malcolm, he is not
the only one with a kidnapping plot.

Interpreter
Nicole Kidman stars in "The Interpreter," a thriller of international intrigue set inside the political
corridors of the United Nations.
Kidman stars as South African
U.N. interpreter Silvia Broome,
who inadvertently overhears a
hushed, after-hours conversation
in the General Assembly Hall.
And what she hears could topple
a government...if she can just survive long enough to
get someone to believe her.

A Lot Like Love
It takes some people years to
fall in love at first sight... "A Lot
Like Love" traces the relationship of Oliver (Ashton Kutcher)
and Emily (Amanda Peet) who
meet on a flight from Los Angeles to New York seven years
ago - each of them declaring that they couldn't be more
wrong for each other. As they
each search for love and a relationship that's not
fated for disaster, it takes seven years for Oliver
and Emily to figure out that maybe what they really
have is something...a lot like love.

Will people actually buy a DVD
season set even though they already know who won? Apparently,
Survivor fans are all for it, as this is
the third set released of the Survivor series. This one is a good one
though, as fans will attest.

The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy
Don't Panic . . . Stick out your
thumb to join the most ordinary
man in the world on an extraordinary adventure across the
universe in the hilarious comedy, "The Hitchhiker's Guide to
the Galaxy."
Earthman Arthur Dent is
having a very bad day. His
house is about to be bulldozed,
he discovers that his best friend is an alien and
to top things off, Planet Earth is about to be demolished to make way for a hyperspace bypass.
Arthur's only chance for survival: hitch a ride on a
passing spacecraft.
For the novice space traveler, the greatest
adventure in the universe begins when the world
ends.
Arthur sets out on a journey in which he finds
that nothing is as it seems: he learns that a towel
is just the most useful thing in the universe, finds
the meaning of life,, and discovers that everything
he needs to know can be found in one book: The
Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy.

XXX: State of the Union
NSA Agent Augustus Gibbons
(Jackson), fresh off the success
of his last renegade recruitment,
once again finds himself in need
of an outsider. Gibbons and
his new agent (Ice Cube), also
code-named "XXX," must track
a dangerous military splinter
group led by Willem Dafoe that
is conspiring to overthrow the
U.S. Government in the nation's capital.

Visit the Mirror Online to read our
content before the print edition arrives!

www.fairfieldmirror.com

Mirror April Preview

LITTLE BLACK BOOK
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prep
curtis sittenfeld

A feeling that almost every one
of us has experienced is the day
when your parents first moved you
in, dropped you off at your dorm
and said goodbye.
"Prep" is a coming-of-age
story where a young girl discovers
her identity while studying at a
conservative, private, upper-class
school that is hundreds of miles
away from home.
This is something most college students can relate to on many
different levels. Even though it
is only high school, the story is
powerful and riveting.
Lee Fiora, an innocent young
girl from South Bend, Ind. was
dropped off at the prominent private Ault School in Massachusetts.
Due to her humble background, she
was feeling inadequate compare to
other girls. "I wanted my father
gone from campus as soon as possible, so I could try to miss him."
Lee struggles to find her
identity in school and as an adolescent. She often refers back to the
yearbooks to understand others'
identity voyage. "I learned their
nicknames, their sports of choice,
which sweater or hairstyle they'd
worn on repeated occasions."
There had been many occasions where thefts had occurred
in the dorm. Lee was unfortunate
enough to witness one of her closest friend in the act. She was forced

"BOOK

A look at the moments that shaped Lewis Black's life
BY JOSHUA O'CONNELL

Fans of "The Daily Show
with Jon Stewart" are familiar
with Lewis Black's comedic
style: anger, yelling and a healthy
dose of cynicism have made him
one of America's most popular
comedians.
. His new book, "Nothing
Sacred," takes a look at how
■fie got there, how he became
who he was, and is filled with
interesting tidbits. I reviewed
an audiobook copy, read by the
author himself.
Black's life makes for an
interesting story. His tales of
middle and high school, and his
obsession with girls, makes for ,
some funny moments. And he
pulls out some of his best comeContributed photos
dic moments and scatters them Black humor: With "Nothing Sacred," Lewis Black attempts to
throughout the book, with his translate his life and comedy into a book, with mixed success.
anger over health officials' flipflopping over eggs and the flu.
hilarious candy corn rant) loses
The book, like others written some of its luster.
by comedians, generally is good
This brings us to the audioRating:
for a chuckle here or there. But book version. His delivery is
like George Carlin's books, while tame for most of the book, but at
they're an entertaining read, some times his energy shines through
Book:
of the humor is lost by the loss of and makes the book come alive.
seeing the delivery visually.
By far, the better option is the
Nothing Sacred
Black's style partially re- audiobook, and the CD is unproAuthor:
quires his angry delivery to make tected for ripping into an iPod.
Lewis Black
it happen. Reading it in text, For casual Black fans, the book
some of that is lost, and the revi- is likely sufficient, but hardcore
Publisher:
sions that were required to help fans will want to grab the slightly
Simon & Schuster
it make sense in print (like his more expensive audiobook.

^OOK

'Prep' a powerful debut
BY KHOI NGUYEN
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Box

Rating:

Book: Prep
Author:
Curtis Sittenfeld
Publisher:
Random House
Fun Fact:
Curtis Sittenfield's
father was Rev.
Jeffrey P. yon Arx's,
roommate when he
was in college.
to make the hardest decision ever
by either turning in her friend for
stealing or just letting it go. In
words of comfort, a friend told
her, "You did the right thing. You
didn't have a choice."
Among these episodes, there
are many more emotional and
thrilling rides that Lee allows us
to experience with her.
Curtis Sittenfeld makes her
debut with a captivating and delightful story.
She graduated from Stanford
University and the Iowa Writers'
Workshop, and she also won the
Seventeen magazine fiction writing contest at the age of sixteen in
1992.

Box

A great look at one 'Saturday' in life
BY KHOI NGUYEN

Just one day is enough to
change your life forever.
For Henry Perowne, a Saturday in February 2003 was
that day.
Perowne has the perfect
life that anyone could dream of.
Married to a newspaper lawyer
with two grown children; one is
a blues guitarist and the other,
a poet.
One Saturday night, two
years after the 9/11 attack, Perowne awoke in the early hours
before dawn to discover a plane
on fire when he looked outside
through his window.
The Londoner is fearful for
the possibility that his city will
be next on the list.
"In fact, the spectacle has
the familiarity of a recurrent
dream...Perowne regards this
as a matter for wonder, a human
complication beyond the reach

of morals," author Ian McEwan
wrote.
Later to find out it was nothing more than just a little mechanical problem which caused
an emergency landing.
As Perowne carries on with
his day, he encounters a thug,
Baxter, that tries to mug him.
However, due to Baxter's early
onset of medical problems, Perowne escapes.
Through a series of unfortunate events, one comes to realize
how powerful the human heart
can be to overcome difficult obstacles to do the righteous thing
in the end.
McEwan brings to us
graphic medical stories that
show the heart that lies within
all of us.
"Saturday" teaches us to
appreciate life day by day
because you never know what
might happen in the near future.

*. NBOOK Box
Rating:

Book: Saturday
Author:
Ian McEwan
Publisher:
Nan A. Telese
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The history of
getting punk'd
From Patti Smith and CBGB's,
the influence of punk remains
in much of today's music

BY BRIAN LYNCH

Known as widely for piercings, tattoos,
skateboards and odd haircuts as it is for blazing
power-chord guitar riffs and attitudes of reckless
abandon, punk music is not so much a style of music
as it is a way of life. In recent years, thanks in part
to bands like Green-Day, NOFX, and Blink-182,
the way has been paved for a more mainstream
face for punk. Bands heavily influenced by these
punk icons regularly make their mark on popular
music charts - ironic, in that 30'years prior punk
was heavily underground and considered to be
base, commercially unviable music associated
with rebels, anarchists, and troublemakers. Now,
it's associated with advertisers, web bloggers, and
American youth.
Though the term "punk music" was introduced
by Dave Marsh, a writer for Creem Magazine, in
■May of 1971 (the same issue that also debuted the
use of "heavy metal" as a musical genre), the beginnings happened several years before that, with bands
like The Fugs, Iggy Pop and The Stooges, Velvet
Underground, and MC5. Their attitude, spirit, lyrics,
and playing style were "proto-punk," and inspirational to the next generation of punk bands.
A year later, the seminal East Coast punk band,
The New York Dolls, were formed by singer David
Johansen and guitarist Johnny Thunder, and proved
through engaging, energetic stage presence and a
vicious sound backing, music didn't need to have
the level of virtuosity displayed by their more musically talented peers. It could be loud, obnoxious,
and more importantly, reflect the outrageous people
who played it.
It was only three years later that several local
punk bands started playing gigs at the now-legendary
CBGB'S, which, at the time, was an establishment
for much tamer music (CBGB-OMFUG stands for
Country, Bluegrass, Blues and Other Music For Uplifting Gormandizers - remember that the next time
you hit on somebody wearing a CBGB's shirt!).
The first to break ground there was Television, formerly known as the Neon Boys, who
persuaded the owner, Hilly Crystal, to let them
play on Sundays, six months later, thanks to the
success of Television, CBGB's left behind the
Country, Bluegrass, and Blues and, with Crystal's
direction, focused solely on the developing rock
scene in New York City.

Two years after that, in 1975, the Patti Smith
Group became the first "punk" band from the New
York scene to record an album, and certainly not
the last.
At the same time, more punk scenes began to
grow in strength and popularity. Hotbeds included
England, which produced bands like The Clash,
The Sex Pistols, Motorhead (Lemmy owes just as
much of his band's success to punk as he does to
his oversized mole), the West Coast's Black Flag,
Dead Kennedys, Bad Religion, The Descendants,
Social Distortion, and Washington D.C's Minor
Threat, among others.
And around that time, record executives
struggled to find a way to market many of the
"punk" bands they had signed without negative
press; and as such, bands like the Talking Heads
were marketed as "New Wave," which eventually
encompassed bands like The Cure, Joy Division,
and Duran Duran.
On the darker end of the spectrum, bands like
Black Flag and Bad Religion, whose music was
faster and harder than the punk that preceded them,
earned the moniker "hardcore."
And the rest, as they say, is history. One of
the genres that surged to recent popularity is Emo,
founded by bands such as Fugazi (fronted by the
former leader of Minor Threat, Ian McKaye) and
priding itself on bringing a more emotional side to
the punk music (one entry on UrbanDictionary.com
calls it "Punk music on estrogen"). It has incurred a
great deal of wrath by other elements of the musical
community (myself included) for eschewing traditional songwriting methods, as well as catering to a
decidedly un-punk audience of independent music
fans and young girls.
Metalcore, on the other hand, was born of
musicians who expressed love in equal parts for the
metal guitar virtuosos of the 80s and the fast-paced
feel of punk. And, finally, there is the pop-punk
that trades in a sense of social rebellion and anger
at society for a look at the world through cottoncandy flavored glasses.
To sum it up, no matter what else you listen
to, there's a damn good chance that there's a punk
band that's been influenced by it. (I'm waiting on
some hip-hop/punk bands, but with the word that
a Sum 41 and Ludacris project is coming down
the pike, I don't think that'll take too long to get
underway!)

THE ESSENTIALS OF PUNK
You need these albums as soon as humanly possible.
New York Dolls: New York Dolls; The
Ramones: The Ramones
The first is catchy, enjoyable punk from
some of the pioneers of the genre, and
to name all the bands these outrageous
cross-dressing rockers have influenced
would take more space than the article allows. (The most obvious would
have to be Twisted Sister, though.)
The second is "The Ramones" - if you
don't know Johnny, Joey, Dee Dee, and
Tommy's seminal work, you need to
kick that Simple Plan album to the curb
and drop this in your boombox like a hot
potato.
The Clash: London Calling /The Clash
Brit punk at its finest. You know "Rock The Casbah" from their
"Combat Rock" LP; give these a chance and you won't regret it.
Dead Kennedys: Fresh Fruit for Rotting
Vegetables
A standing testament to political punk.
Jello Biafras brings fiery, engaging lyrics
and delivery to one of the Eighties' best
punk albums. Hell, they even cover "Viva
Las Vegas." How can you lose?

Green Day: Dookie
It's been more than 10 years since it
was put out, and it still stands strong as
great pop-punk. In lieu of American Idiot,
bring this up around a bunch of 14 yearolds at a concert and realize that you were
rocking to Green Day when these kids
were in daycare (and you were in grade
school).
My Chemical Romance: Three Cheers for Sweet Revenge
Say what you want, but these homeboys from Jersey rock it
hard. Taking influences from anything and everything (arena
rock, emo, metalcore, pop-punk, new wave and the list goes on)
and jamming it all into one tight and infectious bundle of listening
takes quite some talent. They have it. You want to hear it. Now.
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Roots of a great band: Meet our spring
BY TARA

E. LYNCH

Although following the groove instead of the statusquo hasn't always won them hit records, it's always kept
them just under the radar as one of the best bands in hiphop.
The Roots are a Philadelphia-based hip-hop group
made up of rapper Black Thought (Tariq Trotter), drummer/producer ?uestlove (Ahmir Khalib Thompson), bassist
Hub (Leon Hubbard), guitarist Ben Kenney, keyboardist
Kamal (Scott Storch) and "human turntablist" Scratch.
Though popular success has largely eluded The Roots,
they've never been short on critical acclaim. Their musical fusion of hip-hop, funk and neo-soul has won them a
Grammy and a legion of loyal fans.
Best known for their live shows, The Roots have built
upon Stetsasonic's "hip-hop band" philosophy of the mid'80s by focusing on their live instrumentation, both on-stage
and in the studio.
The Roots began back in 1987, when Black Thought
and ?uestlove became friends at the Philadelphia High
School for Creative Performing Arts. With no money for
the hip-hop essentials - two turntables and a microphone
- they had to improvise, and instead started recreating classic hip-hop tracks with only ?uestlove's drum kit backing
Black Thought's rhymes.
Soon the duo was playing anywhere they could
- school concerts, street corners and talent shows. As they
began to make money their duo grew, with the addition of
bassist Hub and rapper Malik B. When The Roots moved
from the streets and into local clubs it wasn't long before
they became a highly hyped underground hip-hop act in
New York and Philadelphia.
In 1992 the group was invited to represent American
hip-hop at a concert in Germany. They recorded an album
to sell at shows - 1993's "Organix" - which caused a
huge music industry buzz. The Roots entertained offers
from several major labels before signing with DGC later
that year.
The Roots' major-label debut, 1995's "Do You Want
More?!!!??!," failed to introduce the group to mainstream
hip-hop (it peaked just outside of the Top 100) but still
solidified their growing underground fan base. Later that
summer, two guests on their album - human beatbox
Rahzel the Godfather of Noyze, and keyboardist Kamal
- became permanent fixtures in the group after touring with
the band at Lollapalooza and the Montreux Jazz Festival
in Switzerland.

IF

You Go...

Tickets for The Roots are now on sale. Tickets are on sale in the Barone Campus Center
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m., and Tuesdays and Thursdays
for 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. The concert will take
place Apr. 29 in Alumni Hall. Tickets are $15
for students and $25 for non-students.
"Illadelph Halflife" was the first Roots album to break
into the mainstream. The album made it to number 21 on
the charts, and the single "Clones" hit the rap Top Five.
The Roots' third album, 1999's "Things Fall Apart"
has to date earned them the largest critical and commercial
success. Later that year, The Roots won a Grammy for the
song "You Got Me," featuring Erykah Badu and rapper Eve.
A live album, "The Roots Come Alive" followed later that
year, based off of performances from their European tour.
They followed with the long awaited "Phrenology" in
November 2002, a concept album that earned them equal
critical acclaim and brought them one of their biggest hits
with "The Seed 2.0."
In 2004, the Roots created their own company, Okayplayer, which includes a record label and a production/promotion company. The same year the band held a series of
jam sessions which ultimately became their most recent
studio album, "The Tipping Point."
Blender magazine named "The Tipping Point" number
42 on its Top 50 albums of 2004; "Don't Say Nuthin'," a
single off the album was ranked number 44 on Blender's
list of the Top 100 songs.
. .
Most recently, a 2004 concert from Manhattan's Webster Hall with special guests like Mobb Deep, Young Gunz
and Jean Grae was released in February 2005 as "The Roots
Presents: A Sonic Event," which features some of their
greatest hits from the past 10 years.
The Roots, however, are perhaps equally known for
their other musical ventures outside of the group. Over the
years the Roots have collaborated with a wide variety of
artists, including Common, Talib Kweli, De La Soul, Linkin
Park, Jill Scott and D'Angelo. The Roots also recently
helped produce a PBS series on the blues. ?uestlove alone
has played drums on John Mayer's 2003 album "Heavier
Things" and also serves as executive music producer on
Comedy Central's "Dave Chapelle Show."
The Roots will be playing Alumni Hall April 29. Tickets are on sale now in the Barone Campus Center.

CALENDAR
iled by Joshua O'Connell
Coming to CD
This week:
Lisa Marie Presley - Now What
Her first album, "To Whom it May
Concern," made waves because, well,
she's Elvis's daughter. Still it wasn't
a massive hit. Still, it did alright, and
now she's back with her second album. The parental advisory logo is a
bit scary, but her second album continues to mine fruitful areas, such as
a bad relationship and her sometimes
touchy times with her mother.

Visit the Mirror Online to read our content
before the print edition arrives!

www.fairfieldmirror.com

Various Artists - Music from the OC Mix 4
The compilations that have been
spawned from The OC have proved
to be surprising hit soundtracks,
mixing some rocking tracks by upand-comers with remakes of classic
songs. This fourth volume continues
the formula, with a similar result. If
you're a fan of the music that The OC
incorporates, this album is a musthave.

Faith Evans - First Lady
Faith Evans was one of the finest singers to come out of the P. Diddy/Sean
Combs lineup. Her albums have run
all over the map, but with consistently
strong results, and she was one of
the featured singers on the megahit
"I'll Be Missing You," dedicated to her
former husband, the Notorious B.I.G.
Her new album is slated to be more
soulful, and her voice is up for the
challenge.

!■

April 12]
Garbage - Bleed
Garbage is one of the more innovative rock bands around. Their slightly
retro, always edgy tracks always
satisfy. The band's temporary breakup, along with the changing of musical |
trends, resulted in an unfair four-year
absence from the band, but they're
back in top form. First single "Why Do |
You Love Me" is edgy and quite fun.

Mariah Carey-It's|
She's back.
"Butterfly" b\
album in ai
already shoj
from her unff
the Top 20'
best upbeatl
er," and herl
Together" is|
A welcome i
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THE COMPLETE ROOTS DISCOGRAPHY
The Tipping Point
Released July 2004
Whereas other Roots albums tend to
have an overall theme, "The Tipping Point" seems to lack a guiding
concept. Still, the beats are solid,
and the Black Thought's rhymes,
especially those on "Boom," would
kill 99 percent of MCs out there.
The Roots especially shine on the album's
opening track "Star/Pointro," which features samples
from Sly Stone's "Everybody is a Star."
Download This: "Star/Pointro," "Don't Say Nothin'"

Album: Things Fall Apart
Released Feb. 1999
'Things Fall Apart" solidified The Roots
as a force to be reckoned with. In the
tradition of rappers like De La Sol, Mos
Def, and Common, 'Things" established them as self-aware rappers.
They won a Grammy for "You Got
Me," which features Erykah Badu
and rhymes from then-unknown rapper Eve.
Download This: "You Got Me," "The Next
Movement"

Rating:
llladeph Halflife
Released Sept. 1996

Phrenology
Released Dec. 2002
One of their best albums, "Phrenology" takes its listeners on a
guided tour through the history of
hip-hop. The Roots show off their
musical chops on this album by
tackling almost every musical genre,
including a punk-scree on "Track
2." Most listeners will recognize this album for their
wildly popular single "The Seed 2.0," a neo-soul-rap
hybrid featuring guitar licks from Cody Chesnutt.
Download This: "The Seed 2.0" "Pussy Galore"

mm

Rating:^^f^

George

The Roots Come Alive
Released Nov. 1999
"When it comes to presenting this hiphop shit to you in its most pure form,
me and my brothers...are the ultimate
level," MC Black Thought boasts to
the crowd on the opening track of
"Come Alive." He's not lying. This
live album, featuring cuts from The
Roots' 1999 tour through New York and Europe. Like any strong live album should, it makes you
feel the thrill of seeing the band live.
Download This: "Mellow My Man/Jusfuckwithis,"
"What You Want"

™™S'SSSS

Guest musicians are featured,
including Q-Tip, Common Sense,
Bahamadia and D'Angelo. There's
a jazz influence throughout, helped
by Cassandra Wilson and saxophonists Steve Coleman and David Murray.
They push boundaries, especially on
the rock-opera style "Concerto of the Desperado."
Download This: "Hypnotic," "What They Do"

Rating: ^^f^^f
Do You Want More?!!!??!
Released Jan. 1995
Their first major label debut helped
gain The Roots a grassroots following. Never before had people heard
mellow East Coast rhymes combined
with west coast free-styling and acid
jazz. Definitely one of their most laid
back, jazziest, funkiest album.
Download: "? Vs. Rahzel,"
"Essaywhuman"

Rating:^f^
Album: Organix
Released Jan. 1993
The Roots independent debut set the stage for bigger
things. It didn't make a big splash, but underground
hip-hop fans knew they were their little musical secret.
Download This: "The Session," "The Roots is
Comin"'

Rating^^f^

.ike Me

GARBAGE

Like That
] Not "Glitter" back, but
kck. Set up to be her best
jecade, Mariah Carey has
i/n her ability to rebound
Drtunate breakdown with
It's Like That," easily her
Itrack since "Heartbreaksecond single "We Belong
learning her more praise,
letum for Ms. Carey.

April 19:
Rob Thomas - Something to Be
While his output with Matchbox 20 has
been steady, his solo collaborations
have been nothing short of stellar. As
a songwriter, he's been behind some
powerful tracks the past few years,
including helping Santana make a big
comeback. Now, his first solo CD will
street, prefaced with the catchy "Lonely No More." Released in DualDisc.

Herb Alpert & the Tijuana Brass - Whipped Cream
& Other Delights
Herb Alpert's music was extremely
potent in its time, and some of his
tracks are instantly recognizable when
played, even to our generation. Now,
as part of his new signature series,
Alpert dusts off some of the tracks
from the vaults from previous albums,
including this 1965 classic, remasters
them for superior sound, and lovingly
brings them back via Shout! Factory.

April 26:
Bruce Springsteen - Devils & Dust
He was "Born in the U.S.A." and 15
years later produced an album inspired by 9/11 that brought him back
into great form and inspired America.
Now, three years after "The Rising"
brought Springsteen into the limelight,
"Devils & Dust" is heading our way,
and is expected to be another triumph
for Springsteen.

Amerie - Touch
Will Smith made the "Hitch"
soundtrack his bitch, springing back
into form with "Switch." Amerie
achieve'd a similar result with the
catchy track "1 Thing," which also
perfectly sets up her sophomore effort.
Expect a powerhouse album from
a great singer, who has proven her
might already. Her star will only rise
further.
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For music lovers, a plethora of legal
BY JOSHUA O'CONNELL
A year ago, The Mirror looked at some of the popular legal music destinations in an effort to find which options would be
best for those of us who want to pay for higher quality music. Oh, how times have changed.
In the months that followed, a number of new options have made their way into the market, from names we've already been
hearing from. Since record companies began to clutter illegal services with fake files, finding a reliable legal source becomes
even more important. With that in mind, we now take another look at the options available, with the goal of finding the best bang
for your already stretched dollar.
iTunes Music Store
Apple's iTunes Music Store remains the
gold standard to which other services are
measured. Its ease of use, well-designed
connections to the iPod, and its well-received pricing strategy continues to garner
competitors trying to replicate its model
with only modest success.
Its popularity is making its mark in
other areas too; after Billboard magazine
updated its Hot 100 charts to include downloads, iTunes made an immediate impact.
Based solely on download sales from its
store, a song that received more than 30,000
downloads found itself in the top half of
the chart.
Apple's setup has remained largely unchanged since our last review. Purchasing
a track is only 99 cents; most albums run
$9.99, with some exceptions (some popular
albums are slightly higher).
The selection of music has blossomed
to over a million tracks, something that we
consistently found in this round of testing.
The store has become much more friendly
to including independent records; you can
even find Fairfield favorite The Alternate
Routes on iTunes.
Copying songs to an iPod is quite
simple. You simply plug your iPod in, and
iTunes recognizes it's there and updates
your playlist. Song counts, dynamic playlists based on play counts or recently played
lists get updated automatically. With the
iPod Photo, you can also put photos on the
device, using the color screen to browse
your pictures.
CD burning is a snap, and song rights
are very friendly, You can burn the exact
same playlist up to seven times; switch the
order around and you can then burn another
seven, and so on. You can also put the songs

Courtesy of Apple

KISS principle personified: Apple's iTunes Music store is a model of simplicity that makes purchasing music easy.

on up to five computers, convenient for
those who utilize more than one computer.
The pricing structure is extremely
friendly for college students, and with the
proliferation of iPods over the past couple
of years (more than 10 million iPods are in

Sony Connect
Sony entered relatively late to the music scene,
and they have some things going for them, but ultimately this will be a limited option.
For one, Sony music only links up with Sony
music players that support its proprietary ATRAC
music format. Now, there are quite a few different
Sony music devices out there, and the most prominent
is the new PlayStation Portable (PSP). The PSP takes
Memory Sticks, and if you download music from
Sony Connect it can link up with the PSP, store the
music, and now you have a portable device. But
Memory Sticks are quite expensive, and don't hold
nearly as much music as a hard drive-based player.
Sony does have other portable devices out there,
but none matches the ease of use of an iPod.
Pricing is similar to the iTunes Music Store, so
you won't find many bargains here. However, Sony
does happen to be part owner of the second largest
record company in the world, so suffice to say, they
know a little something about music, and their selec-

circulation now), it remains the best option
for those who own one.
Those who don't own an iPod, however,
are pretty much out of luck. iTunes is not
compatible with devices not made by Apple.
On the plus side, iTunes is compatible with

tion is growing rapidly.
Mac users take note: this service, like some of the
others we're reviewing^ cannot work with any version
of the Mac OS software. So if you're looking for legal
downloads, it's time to look elsewhere.
Like Apple, Sony creates custom playlists that
you can download wholesale, let you preview tracks
within the software, or by tracks a la carte. It's a
paint-by-numbers affair that tries to replicate the look
of iTunes, right down to the shades of gray.
Syncing Sony devices is fine, and it will also take
in MP3s, just like iTunes. But its inability to support
the iPod (something which Apple has made sure of
over the past 18 months, just like with all the other
competing services) makes this one a hard sell.
Sony's choice to use its own format further limits
the reach of its store. While the ability to buy songs on
Sony Connect and link them into the PSP is a cool feature, it's not enough to recommend this service. There
are ways to get songs from iTunes on the PSP with work;
Sony's products are just not ubiquitous enough.

both Mac and PC.
Apple has earned the its bragging rights
The iTunes Store remains the best option
for those who wish to purchase music. All
the services have something that holds them
back from being claiming the crown.

Contributed photo

Stylish, yet confusing: Sony Connect does have its pluses, but most
relate to its connection to the PlayStation Portable.
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download options are now available
Napster 2.0
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Napster is known as the first illegal
downloading service. Napster 2.0 rose
T3ix*& result? for Tm ft iuilacri*
from the ashes as a competent alternative
search results
H
to iTunes, especially for non-iPod owners ,
(and there are quite a few out there).
Napster 2.0 offers a few different ways
to enjoy their service. The first is Applestyle, a la carte downloads for 99 cents or
albums starting at $9.99 (again, some may
be a bit more pricey). The service, which
utilizes Windows Media Player technology,
works with practically any device other than
those made by Apple or Sony.
The second: for $9.99 a month, you can
Unrtag
■fev«a?,*%i[telt..'»fc^Siid!antfp--aS
Wcrfaffffltalv
•ftSEE [ftMtWW*-:$C,99
download as much music to your computer
_„._ $0.99
luiifesc
as you want. The songs can't be burned and
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". $0.99
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they can't be copied to a portable device. This
stsBHiiuifc'lK-aiKaED
.■■'•: _ 1. ;$0.99
works better than one would think, especially
■:* LJ:
_$0.99
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Behest; few*. Tfmw
when it comes to checking out new music.
--' - '- -$0.99
It's cheaper than satellite radio, and allows
you to enjoy only what you truly want, even
if you're tethered to your computer.
The third option is what many are keeping an eye on. Using Microsoft's Janus technology, the $14.95 a month service allows
unlimited downloading to the computer, and
copy the songs to a portable device that has
the Janus technology. This is an incredible
bargain for those who want to have a portable device full of music.
The only downside, and it's a biggie
1£kmMBb*&ae'saiMxrau1$ %MHBteafe3£l&fca%
for true music fans, is the limited control
Courtesy of Napster
you have over that music..' After you spend Back and better than ever: Napster 2.0's interface is better than its illegal predecessor, and offers numerous ways to enjoy the music.
all your time downloading music to your
computer, and then to your device, you music. So after spending the monthly fee, you disposable music consumer, one who tends who want to preview songs before making a
can't do anything else with it. No CDs can still have to spend the track or album purchase to be very fickle in musical tastes and doesn't buying decision. Those who want to listen
tend to want to keep listening to music for to music without a device involved will find
be burned from it. If you cancel your sub- fees to own it outright.
Therefore, this is good for the more long periods of time. It's also good for those Real Rhapsody a better value.
scription, you can no longer listen to your
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Real Rhapsody
Rhapsody is ancient by Internet standards. Starting as a service that offered
independent music, it has become as flush
with music as all of the other major services,
with more than 800,000 tracks.
Rhapsody takes a different approach to
legal music offerings. Instead of charging
per track, Rhapsody simply offers a $9.99
monthly subscription fee, akin to Napster,
to let you stream as much music as you
want.
Rhapsody keeps songs you've streamed
before in a cache on your computer to keep
you from breaking the protection on the
music. It's a clever way to keep out thieves,
while still allowing legal music fans to enjoy
their songs.
Rhapsody does give you the ability to
burn CDs too, if you wish. And they've
figured out that those paying for a subscription shouldn't be routed again for a full price
track. Since the beginning, they've charged
just 79 cents per track bumed, which is the
cheapest of the stores reviewed here (and
cheaper than Wal-Mart, which is basically
Napster at the lower price point of 88 cents
a track).
The one drawback is since you're not
actually downloading the music, if a burn
goes haywire, you have to go through a
process of manually requesting a refund.
Still, Rhapsody's customer service people
were very helpful when I e-mailed them
with some questions as a subscriber. The
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Stream away: Rhapsody side-steps downloading by offering the ability to stream music from any computer.

support rep also noted that I could use the
CD to rip MP3s for my iPod later.
The biggest benefit of Rhapsody is
that you can play it on any PC that has the

software. You're not tethered to your own
computer to enjoy the music. On the downside, this service doesn't support Macs.
Rhapsody is a compelling option, es-

pecially for those college-goers who travel
back home without their PCs during the
school year, but don't own a device to carry
their music around.
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Las Vetas

Toad's Place
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ff^ Upcoming Shows
Webster Theatre
31 Webster St, Hartford
Box Office: 860.525.5553
Apr. 7: The Wailers, Del Sol, Stan Sutton, Otherwise, Kudzu. 6 p.m.
Apr. 8: Mudvayne, Life of Agony, Blood Simple,
American Head Charge. 7 p.m.
Apr. 9: Beetlejuice, Jim Florentine of Crank Yankers, Bob Levy, Sal the Stockbroker, Craig Gass. 6
p.m.
Apr. 10: Bowling For Soup, American Hi Fi, Riddlin
Kids, MCLars. 7 p.m.
Apr. 15: The Pietasters, Mustard Plug, The Code,
Tip The Van, Stealing From Peter. 6 p.m.
Apr. 16: Collective Soul, Low Millions. 8 p.m.
Apr. 18: Flogging Molly.
Apr. 19: Pigface, Sheep On Drugs, Nocturne,
Voodoo. 6 p.m.
Apr. 22: Fallout Boy, Silverstein, Academy Is, Gym
Clas Heros, These Green Eyes. 6:30 p.m.
Apr. 23: The Receiving End of Sirens, Hot Rod
Ciruit, Circa Survive, As Tall As Lion, Driving In
Silence. 6 p.m.
Apr. 24: Overkill, Cortez (ex. Ill Nino and GSoul),
Caidema, Sines of Life, Fall of Eve, Headwrench,
Suicide Dream, Zodiak, Dogfish, Silent Charge. 3
p.m.
Apr. 25: Strapping Young Lad, The Agony Scene,
Reflux, Misery Signals. 6 p.m.
Apr. 27: Underoath, The Chariot, These Arms Are
Snakes, Fear Before The March of Flames. 6:30
p.m.
Apr. 29: Sevendust.
Apr. 30: Soilwork, Dark Tranquillity, Hypocrisy,
Mnemic. 7 p.m.

Careerbuilder.com Oakdale Theatre
95 South Turnpike Road, Wallingford
Ticketmaster Box Office: 203.368.1000
Apr. 9:Brooks & Dunn. 7:30 p.m.
Apr. 16: Hartford Symphony Orchestra performs
The Music of Led Zeppelin. 7:30 p.m.
Apr. 23: Lenny Kravitz. 7:30 p.m.
Apr. 24: Kelly Clarkson. 7:30 p.m.

300 York St, New Haven
Box Office: 203.624.TOAD
Apr. 7: Rupee. 8 p.m.
Apr. 8: Addison Groove Project, The Smyrk, Wave
Ryder, Robbing Opie. 8 p.m.
Apr. 12: The Jazz Mandolin Project. 8 p.m.
Apr. 13: Max Creek, Roamer. 7:30 p.m.
Apr. 14: Local Rock: Red River Soul, Thorn, The
Lifted, Liquid Moon, Far From Here. 7:30 p.m.
Apr. 15: Everclear. 8 p.m.
Apr. 17: Crush Cancer Benefit Concert: Deadwait,
Megahertz, Eyes of the Dead, Symphony of Sickness, On Paths of Torment. 7:30 p.m.
Apr. 18: Handsome Boy Modeling School featuring The Legendary Prince Paul & Dan the Automaton K-OS, The Rondo Brothers. 8 p.m.
Apr. 20: A 420 Party feat. The Jeff Coffin Mutet
(Saxophone Player for Bela Fleck & The Flecktones), Pencilgrass. 8 p.m.
Apr. 21: Local Metal Fest: Fogg, Adva, Nasty
Disaster, Smack 7, Downfall. 7:30 p.m.
Apr. 22: The Doctor is in... celebrating the life of
Doc Cavalier. 7:15 p.m.
Apr. 24: Reel Big Fish, The Pietasters. 7 p.m.
Apr. 27: Less Than Jake, Allister, Hidden in Plain
View, Kane Hodder. 7 p.m.
Apr. 29: John Valby. 8 p.m.

1462 Post Road, Fairfield
203.255.1958
All shows start at or around 8 p.m.
Apr. 8: Times Three Tour: Frank Critelli, Chris
Buskey, Ray Neal.
Apr. 9: Drew Yowell.
Apr. 14: Christina Abbott.
Apr. 15: Amy Kateri.
Apr. 16: Irena.
Apr. 21: The Sawtelles.
Apr. 22: Adam Falcon.
Apr. 23: Ian Charles.
Apr. 28: Victoria Vox.
Apr. 29: Andrew Lane.
Apr. 30: Anne Marie Menta.

Foxwoods
39 Norwich Westerly Road,
Box Office: 800.200.2882
Apr. 8: Carrot Top. 9 p.m.
Apr. 9: Bob Weir. 9 p.m.
Apr. 13-14: Alicia Keys. 7 p.m.
Apr. 15-17: David Copperfield. 4/15: 9 p.m.; 4/16:
7 p.m. & 10:30 p.m.; 4/17: 2 p.m. & 7 p.m.
Apr. 22: The Bob Dylan Show. 7:30 p.m.
Apr. 23: The Amazing Johnathan. 9:00 p.m.
Apr. 29: Ashanti 9:00 p.m.
Apr. 30: Todd Rundgren & Joe Jackson. 9:00 p.m.

Acoustic Cafe
2926 Fairfield Ave, Bridgeport
Box Office: 203.335.3655
Apr. 11: Girlyman. 8 p.m. Tom Crowley. 10:30
p.m.
Apr. 12: Twice Around. 8 p.m. SuLyn 10:30 p.m.
Apr. 13: Cathy Waldman and Paul Levi: 4 hands,
1 piano. 5 p.m.
Apr. 16: The Flow, hosted by Eclipse of the Nervous System & Meredith DiMenna 9 p.m.
Apr. 17: Celebrate St. Paddy's Day with The Zen
Tricksters. 9 p.m.
Apr. 18: Eddie From Ohio. 9 p.m.
Apr. 19: The Rob Suhoza Band, The Darian Cunning Band. 9 p.m.
Apr. 20: Patty Larkin w/special guests All About
Buford. 5 p.m.
Apr. 23: Juicy Chops, EKL Synthesis and Electric
Soul Theory. 8 p.m.
Apr. 24: Welcome Trippopotamus, Smooth
Hands. 8 p.m.
Apr. 25: The Duke Robillard Band. 9 p.m.

Mohegan Sun Arena
Apr.
Apr.
Apr.
Apr.

1 Mohegan Sun Boulevard, Uncasviile
Ticketmaster Box Office: 203.368.1000
12: Cher with Village People. 7:30 p.m.
13: Rod Stewart. 7 p.m.
16: Elvis The Concert. 8 p.m.
22: Damon Wayans. 8 p.m.

Mohegan Sun Cabaret Theatre
1 Mohegan Sun Boulevard, Mashantucket
Ticketmaster Box Office: 203.368.1000
Apr. 13-16: Kathy Griffin. 4/13-4/15: 7:30 p.m.;
4/16: 7 p.m. & 10 p.m.
Apr. 27-May 1: Tony Orlando. 4/27-4/29: 7:30
p.m.; 4/30: 8 p.m.; 5/1: 3 p.m.

Arena at Harbor Yard
600 Main Street, Bridgeport
Ticketmaster Box Office: 203.368.1000
Apr. 12: Nelly, St. Lunatics. 8 p.m.
May 2: Velvet Revolver, Hoobastank. 8 p.m.

Enjoy the mix we provided
you this month?
Check out our hits each week
at www.fairfieldmirror.com
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Connecticut has numerous concert venue choices
The Webster Theater
In one large room, a popular local
rock 'n' roll band glows in the blue and
green spotlights at full volume as a crowd
of 500 or so looks on in approval. In the
other smaller night club-like room, the crew
disassemble a drum set from the previous
show and eagerly awaits the National Fetish
Rights group "Bound" to pile in for their
monthly party.
This is a quiet and extremely normal
night at Hartford's Webster Theater, and its
little brother of sorts, the Webster Underground. The Webster Underground is used
as a second stage and is usually used simultaneously with the main stage, for a festival
feel. It is also rented out for parties.
The larger room actually was a very
popular movie theater in the '40s. This
popularity soon waned as the Hartford
night life started to fall short of respectable
in the 70s.
In order to keep the business open, current owner Justine Robertson's father played
to the crowd and turned the Webster into a
porn theater for a few years until it had to
be shut down completely.
When it was re-opened by Justine Robertson and her father, Justine took an almost
solo control over its future as a rock club.
Today, the Webster is receiving unwelcome
bids by CBS and Clear Channel for ownership, but the Robertsons are keen on keeping
it in the family.
The Webster, though, does accept some
very small contribution and sponsorship

Acoustic Cafe

Sean Corbett/The Mirror

Flashy entrance: Anticipation can build while waiting outside of Webster Theater.
from Ovation guitars, and many of the acts
end up signing one to be put on display after
their show.
Andrea Sinclaire, a manager at the
Webster, admits that they "are not experts in
fetish nights," but they are experts in local
music. While almost all acts are welcome,
they leave room for the extra eager ones to
prove themselves. Each local band shares
the responsibility to sell tickets for their
show, and the hard work pays off when

Webster showcases their act.
This unique and personal assistance
has placed the club in the minds of people
as a friendly place to see their friends play
on the same stage as the big boys. Sinclaire
explains that it is important to push and
encourage the bands, because of the club's
unique history of helping the little guys
gain sometimes-extreme popularity in the
world of music.
Staind was signed backstage at the

Webster by Fred Durst himself. Incubus
and No Doubt once opened for 311 when
the two bands were barely known.
Good Charlotte, who was once one of
the Webster's 'little bands' returned to play
a couple years in the midst of their height
in popularity, and after the show MTV
reporters helped to nationally report the
near carnage their young female fans were
administering to the band's tour bus.
Maroon 5 was once one of their up and
coming regulars, when they would drive
cross-country in a van, all looking sickly
and accepting a mere $150 to play for an
hour and a half.
"It's nice to see nice guys do well,"
Sinclaire said.
Despite their popularity, Sinclaire
explains how it is a contact battle against
the stigma of a rock club. They got nearnational recognition two years ago just after
the pyrotechnics fire in Rhode Island at the
Great White concert. They were, to a certain
extent, hurt by the fact that they let Great
White play almost immediately after the
deadly fire. The Webster seems to welcome
the weird stories, though. It gives them a
level of mystique that helps sell tickets.
Steve-O has made himself bleed, puke,
he balanced a ladder on his chin and he
stapled a certain part of his anatomy to his
thigh on the same stage that has welcomed
Guster.
Unique and exciting are two words
that are too simple to describe the Webster
Theater.

book cover bands like other bars, to accompany the
From the outside, it is always a shock to walk booze, at the Acoustic Cafe, the music comes first
in to the Acoustic Cafe. Standing in the doorway, and you will only find original music.
One night they may have a hip hop band with a
you'll see dragons stream from the black ceiling,
modern funky paintings, and a stage that is much DJ, while the next night it might be a local bluegrass
closer than expected, all framed by a small window artist with a large following, and still the next night
lined with small red theater curtains and tassels. could be a Bar Mitzvah. If it's Tuesday, it's open
This window offers the entering guests a very mic night. Send Rich your demo tapes and elecunique experience, even if you're just walking in tronic press tapes if you want to play at the Acoustic
Cafe, but the open mic nights are intentionally more
to use the bathroom.
Lanterns and other alternative and artistic light- laid back, with a $3 cover.
Another great thing for college students who
ing fixtures soothe the room with gentle illumination, and breath life into the paintings and reminders love music is the cheap price of entrance. Franzino
of headliners that line the masculine but welcoming said the price is normally between $5 and $10 on a
navy blue walls. The styles of the bare hardwood normal night. Most nights will include shows by
tables and damaged hardwood multi-tiered floor a jam band, a.solo guitarist, a rock n' roll band, a
mix with the vibrant colors of the rest of the club blues band or a comedian.
Acoustic Cafe is unique in its ability to offer
and add excitement to the already musing layout.
Twenty dollar designer hula hoops hang in the film classes and other establishments the ability
21-plus sitting area, booths are upholstered with to screen movies in an exciting setting with great
fuzzy red fabric as well as leopard print, and all sound. They can also offer their ability to simulcast
this trendiness and cleanliness doesn't seem fit for a live directly from the venue.
Past acts include Matt Nathanson, Stephen Kelrock club. They are the "Greenwich Village coffee
shop" of rock clubs, admits owner Rich Franzino. log, Psychedelic Breakfast, Steven Lynch, Keller
Serving 25 different types of beer, and a full Williams, Lisa Loeb and many big-name national
array of other alcoholic beverages, Acoustic Cafe blues acts and acoustic artists.
After five and a half years in business, the
also offers a light fare menu. Aside from booze
and grub, the place really rocks. Even without Acoustic Cafe has been able to situate itself as a
prominent rock club while still having the fortune
anyone playing.
It will be difficulty though, to find a night that of remaining small, intimate and a sort of hidden
the Acoustic Cafe is not entertaining the masses gem of the area. It fits 100 people comfortably, but
with its intentionally-diverse and welcoming musi- feels larger than that.
Conveniently located for Fairfield Students,
cal tastes.
In reference to the crowd, Franzino says every Acoustic Cafe is located at 2926 Fairfield Avenue
in Bridgeport, right next to The Package Store and
show is different. ' : •
.•
across
the street from John Adams Bar. Luckily
"We are consistently presenting new artists '
Sean Corbett/The Mirror
for
the
Acoustic Cafe, they have a great deal more
and up and coming artists that you wouldn't hear
Cool
cafe:
The
Acoustic
offers
a
relaxed
setting
to
enjoy
music.
at other places around here," he said. They do not to offer than just alcohol.
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SHOWCASE SHOWDOWN

A look at local venues that
fight for your concert dollar

BY SEAN CORBETT
Toad's Place

Sean Corbett/The Mirror

Fun kitsch: Las Vetas offers a unique atmosphere in Fairfield, and also provides great music.

Las Vetas
You look at the various retro-styled chairs, the chimpanzees hanging from the tin ceiling helping to dimly light
the small cozy room, and as Beethoven looks on wearing his
snugly-tied pink scarf, you pull up the baby grand piano to try
some fine pastry, read a titillating novel, and wash the whole
inspirational scenario down with a medium cafe latte in the
purple mug. You laugh as your conversation is interrupted by
the squealing espresso machine and you sit back and realize
you're on Post Road, across from Victoria's Secret.
Sitting in Las Vetas Lounge, located in Fairfield's
historical town center, is an alternative to sitting in places
like Starbucks, in a world where sitting in Starbucks is
widely accepted as the only alternative to sitting in places
like Dunkin Donuts. Many people have decided at some
point in their life to need at least a single dose of coffee, but
when you want that extra flair, and if you have some time
to sit and look at all the weird and enjoyable things around
you, Las Vetas is the double dose.
"Let's face it," owner Andrew Servetas says, "we don't
have booze." And in a college town, this is a difficult thing
to come to terms with, but Servetas and Las Vetas are happy
together, serving as the town alternative for the coffee and
lounging crowd.
He spoke of many of his customers' desire to tell their
friends about this great place but at the same time their
wish for them to never take up any space at the five or
six trendy-designed tables or to take up their spot the old
1-wouldn't-put-this-in-my-house-but-it's-okay-in-a-coffee-shop couch.
Las Vetas sells many espresso and coffee drinks, all
carefully tailored to the coffee drinker. The food is centered
on coffee. They sell and make to order small sandwiches,
pastries, candy, cookies and other coffee-assisting food.
They also offer smoothies and other cold drinks, obviously

fitting for the upcoming summer time.
While food and coffee is always good fun, everybody
needs a little bit of music and Las Vetas couldn't agree
more. The carefully chosen music, in combination with
the style of the place lends easily to the other aspect of the
lounge: the live music.
Wednesday nights are open mic nights, starting at 8
p.m. Servetas says if you want to play, to just walk in with
your instrument. There is very little screening for the open
mic nights which makes it easy and fun for locals to come
in and build their skills and confidence. Moreover, virtually
every Thursday, Friday and Saturday night are booked with
local bands. Types of music include everything, just "not
Satanic," says Servetas.
The diversity of the environment of the lounge lends
to the diversity of the crowd, which lends to the diversity
of the music played at night which will all assist in the continued success and growing popularity of the small coffee
shop/music venue.
It's not like other venues, as the stage is normally the
front corner of the store, but it is by far the most local venue
outside of campus. There are space issues, as explained by
Servetas, that are different for every show, but normally
involve the simple moving around of tables and couches.
Las Vetas can offer the performer its baby grand, microphone or medium-sized amplifier. As an audience, just
bring an eye for detail and a thirst for some great coffee
and intimate music.
Las Vetas may be one of the youngest establishments in
Fairfield Center these days, with only fifteen months in business. The building, though, has housed a blacksmith dating
back to 1850, and it was most recently an Angel-themed
thrift store. The lounge is located at 1462 Post Road, and
is open on weekdays from 7-11, Friday and Saturday from
8 a.m. to 12 p.m., and on Sunday from 8 p.m. to 11 p.m.

What do the Rolling Stones, Bruce Springsteen, U-2,
The Police, Phish, the Black Crowes, Steve Martin and
Bob Dylan have in common? They have all spent at least
an hour and half in front of an intimate crowd of about
1,000 at Toad's Place.
Large venues such as Hartford's Meadows Music
Theater and Oakdale Theater desire the intimacy of a rock
club but cannot afford to cut their ticket sales. Fans don't
want to pay $50 for a concert ticket, but every once in a
while they want to witness a big-name act.
Toad's Place is the solution for both of these problems. It feels like a bar. It feels like a concert arena. But
it's a nightclub. It can be a comedy club. It's a haven
for the literally all the living legends. Most importantly,
it's only 20 minutes away.
Toad's Place sits comfortably and confidently right
in the middle of downtown New Haven's cultural Mecca,
near the Yale University Repertory Theater, the more-than
50 year-old Cutler's Record Shop and many trendy and
intellectually enchanting shops.
Toad's celebrates 30 years in business this year. It
isn't hard to imagine that this prominent figure in the
national music business can still be hopping (premeditated pun) with an incredible lineup of live music and
dance parties.
New to the Place is the aptly named lounge The Lily
Pad. It seems to be on a more laid back level of hoppingness; maybe it leaps. Pitched for its martinis and casual
atmosphere, prices are cheap.
Toad's has been voted nightclub of the year several
times over and doesn't show signs of stopping. Yahoo
Travel will tell you this as well as remind you consider a trip
to Toad's so you can literally partake in music history.
On Saint Patrick's Day, the Black Crowes showed
up. Next weekend Everclear will take over, and later in
the month Reel Big Fish, Lifehouse, Papa Roach and
Tower of Power will all perform. Rumors and hopes suggest that the Rolling Stones will tour this summer. Will
they stop at Toad's like they did in '89? Don't expect it,
but don't be surprised either.
Tickets for shows at Toad's Place are available at
a variety of locations, including Strawberries, Exile on
Main St. New Haven, Merles Record Rack and they
are also available online through etix.com if you have
a printer. Make sure you buy as early as humanly possible, though, because almost all shows have the very
real potential to be the hottest tickets around.
The box office is located upstairs from the club at
300 York Street, New Haven.
• It's open 11 a.m. - 6 p.m. Monday through Friday.
Phone number: (203) 624.TOAD. Tickets are also sold at
the door on the night of the show if there are any left.
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Famous faces: Posters adorning the Toad's Place
walls showcase many stars that visited over the years.
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